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Before You Dive In

Hi, it's Ria's Colony. This guide exists because we believe every traveller deserves to feel prepared before
they go, and every person considering a move deserves to know exactly what that move requires — the

fees, the forms, the timelines, and the honest trade-offs, not just the highlight reel.

This is a long document on purpose. South Africa is not a country you can sum up in a paragraph, and
“move to South Africa” means something very different depending on whether you are backpacking for
three weeks, retiring on a pension, chasing a critical-skills job offer, or building a business in Cape Town.

We have tried to make zero assumptions about which of those is you, so we have covered all of them.

A few ground rules for how to read this:

¢ Every factual claim is sourced. Wherever you see a fee, a threshold, a statistic or a legal requirement,
there is a linked source directly underneath it. Rules change — South Africa's immigration system in

particular is mid-overhaul in 2026 — so we tell you where to double-check before you act.

¢ Fees are in South African Rand (ZAR / R) unless stated otherwise, and are quoted as reported by
official or professional sources at time of writing. Government fees change without much notice —

always confirm on the Department of Home Affairs site before paying anything.

¢ “Good, bad and ugly” is not filler. We built a dedicated section for it because a guide that only tells

you the beautiful parts is not actually useful to you.

¢ This is information, not legal advice. For anything visa- or immigration-related, the final word always
belongs to the Department of Home Affairs (dha.gov.za) or a registered South African immigration

practitioner.



About Ria's Colony

Africa is one continent. Moving across it should be easier.

Ria's Colony is a trade and tourism company that helps people understand other African countries, travel
between them, and do business across their markets — because right now, all three are often harder than

they should be.

Why we exist

People across Africa, and beyond it, still know surprisingly little about many parts of the continent. There
are businesses that could be selling into markets they have never considered. Travellers who could be
visiting places they know almost nothing about. Destinations and hospitality businesses that could be
reaching people who would genuinely value what they have to offer. The opportunities are there —
finding the right information, people and way in is often the harder part. Ria's Colony works across those
gaps, using media, travel information, learning, research, business development and connections to make

it easier for people and organisations to move across African countries with better understanding.

What we commit to

¢ Equip — Practical courses and resources that help people build useful skills and participate more

confidently in opportunities across Africa (Style Vault).

¢ Reflect — Original stories that help people understand Africa's countries, cultures, economies and

the issues that matter there (Style Mirror).

¢ Explore — Travel information, destination stories and selected experiences that help people know

what to expect before they go, and find useful local support when they arrive (Aerial View).

¢ Connect — Helping businesses enter and expand across African markets, connecting them with the

customers, partners and local knowledge they need (Aerial Connect).

Our values
e Curiosity — staying open to new ideas, cultures, people and possibilities.
e Courage — celebrating the brave decision: speaking up, starting something new, taking the trip.

e Care — respecting people's stories, cultures, trust and time.



¢ Integrity — trust earned through honesty, consistency and keeping our word.
¢ Belonging — community is not something we add, it is who we are.

¢ Joy — learning should inspire, stories should move us, travel should excite us.

What we are not

We are not a general travel agency — we don't book flights or hotels. We are not only a media company,
and not only a business consultancy. We help travellers, businesses, destinations, readers and
organisations understand a place, a market or an opportunity well enough to act on it with confidence,

and we work with the people and organisations shaping Africa's future, not from the outside looking in.

l» Source: Ria's Colony — About



https://riascolony.org/about

South Africa at a Glance

QUICK FACTS SOUTH AFRICA

Official name Republic of South Africa

Pretoria (executive), Cape Town (legislative), Bloemfontein (judicial) — a
Capitals
compromise dating back to the 1910 Union

Parliamentary representative democratic republic, three tiers: national,
Government type
provincial, local

Head of state & government President Cyril Ramaphosa, elected by the National Assembly

9: Eastern Cape, Free State, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Limpopo,

Provinces
Mpumalanga, North West, Northern Cape, Western Cape
12, including isiZulu, isiXhosa, Afrikaans, English, Sesotho, Setswana,
Official languages Sepedi, Xitsonga, Tshivenda, siSwati, isiNdebele, and South African Sign
Language (added 2023)
Currency South African Rand (ZAR / R)
Approx. 63 million (Statistics South Africa, Census 2022 base with annual
Population
updates)
National holiday feel Heritage Day, 24 September — nicknamed “Braai Day”
Time zone SAST, UTC+2, no daylight saving
Driving side Left

b Source:



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_South_Africa

Government & How the Country Runs

South Africa is a parliamentary representative democratic republic with an independent judiciary.
Executive authority sits with the President, who is both head of state and head of government, supported
by a Cabinet. The President is elected by the National Assembly, not directly by voters, and must keep the

confidence of that Assembly to remain in office.

Parliament

Parliament is bicameral, made up of the National Assembly (the lower house, 400 members, elected by
proportional representation, chooses the President and passes laws) and the National Council of
Provinces (the upper house, 90 members, represents provincial interests in national law-making).
Parliament sits in Cape Town even though Pretoria is the seat of government — a compromise dating

back to the 1910 Union of South Africa, when the country's provinces couldn't agree on a single capital.

The 2024 election and the current government

The 28th Parliament was elected in the general election of 29 May 2024. For the first time since 1994, the
African National Congress (ANC) lost its outright majority, and the country formed a Government of
National Unity bringing together the ANC, the Democratic Alliance (DA) and several smaller parties. Cyril

Ramaphosa was re-elected President by the new Parliament on 14 June 2024.

Provinces and local government

South Africa is divided into 9 provinces, each with its own unicameral legislature and a Premier, and each
province is further divided into metropolitan and district municipalities, which are divided into local
municipalities, which are divided into wards. Central government controls provincial finances through
appropriation bills, so while provinces have real legislative power, they are financially dependent on the

national government.

> Source: Government of South Africa — Wikipedia

L Source: Parliament of South Africa — What Parliament Does

> Source: 28th South African Parliament — Wikipedia

> Source: Forum of Federations — South Africa



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_South_Africa
https://www.parliament.gov.za/what-parliament-does
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/28th_South_African_Parliament
https://www.forumfed.org/countries/south-africa/

The Short Version of a Very Long Story

We wrote an entire in-depth piece on South Africa's culture, history and twelve official languages for the
series this guide belongs to. Rather than repeat all of it here, this section gives you the essentials — read

the full story for the depth it deserves.

Read the full culture & history feature

“South Africa: The Country With Twelve Ways to Say Hello” —

riascolony.org/blog/south-africa-languages-culture-histor

Where it all comes from

South Africa's human history stretches back thousands of years, home to San hunter-gatherer
communities among the oldest known in southern Africa. Bantu-speaking farming communities began
arriving roughly 2,000 years ago, developing into the Zulu, Xhosa, Swazi, Ndebele, Sotho and Tswana
societies. In 1652 the Dutch East India Company built a resupply station at the Cape, which grew into a
colonial society; British control expanded from the late 1700s. Diamonds (1867) and gold (1886)
transformed the economy and deepened racial and economic inequality, setting the stage for apartheid,
the system of legislated racial segregation imposed by the National Party from 1948 and dismantled

through negotiation between 1990 and 1994.

Democracy, the Constitution, and the Rainbow Nation

Nelson Mandela was released in 1990 after 27 years in prison and became South Africa's first
democratically elected president after the 1994 election. The final Constitution, adopted in 1996 and in
force from 1997, made itself the highest law in the land and enshrined human dignity, equality and
non-racialism. The “Rainbow Nation” idea, popularised by Archbishop Desmond Tutu, describes an
aspiration rather than a finished reality — the country still works through real tensions around race,

language, land and inequality.

Languages and identity

South Africa has 12 official languages — 11 recognised in the 1996 Constitution plus South African Sign

Language, added in 2023. isiZulu is the most common home language (24.4% of the population), followed


https://riascolony.org/blog/south-africa-languages-culture-history

by isiXhosa (16.3%) and Afrikaans (10.6%), with English at 8.7% — yet English carries disproportionate
weight in business, higher education and national media. No single language ranks above another in law,

but in daily life, use is far from equal.

Religion, food, music and craft — in brief

¢ Religion: 85.3% Christian, 7.8% Traditional African religion, 2.9% no religious affiliation, 1.6% Islam,

1.1% Hindu (Census 2022).

¢ Food: Braai (open-fire cooking with boerewors and steak), bunny chow (curry in hollowed bread,
Durban), pap (maize porridge), biltong (dried cured meat), and Cape Malay dishes like bobotie from

the Bo-Kaap.

e Music: From isicathamiya (Zulu a cappella, Ladysmith Black Mambazo) and kwaito, to the global

amapiano wave that emerged from Gauteng's townships in the 2010s.

¢ Craft: Ndebele geometric house-painting and beadwork, Zulu beadwork with coded meanings, and

Shweshwe printed cotton.

¢ Ubuntu: The southern African philosophy that a person's humanity is bound up with the humanity of
others — central to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission's language of forgiveness after

apartheid.

> Source: Ria's Colony — South Africa: 12 Languages, Culture & History



https://riascolony.org/blog/south-africa-languages-culture-history

Visiting South Africa: Entry Requirements & Visas for Tourism

This is the section for “I just want to go on holiday.” South Africa is one of the more accessible countries
on the continent for short visits, but the rules are genuinely mid-change in 2026, so treat every figure
here as a starting point and confirm on the Department of Home Affairs site (www.dha.gov.za) before you

book anything.

The basics every traveller needs, regardless of nationality

e Passport validity: at least 30 days beyond your planned departure date (some airlines and officials

still prefer 6 months' validity in practice — don't cut it close).

¢ Blank pages: at least 2 completely blank visa pages, not endorsement/observation pages. Airlines are

required to check this before boarding, and you can be denied entry without it.

¢ Return or onward ticket, proof of accommodation, and proof of sufficient funds: commonly

requested at the border regardless of visa route.

¢ Yellow fever certificate: required if you are arriving from, or have transited through, a

yellow-fever-risk country in Africa or South America.

> Source: SafariFind — South Africa Entry Requirements 2026

> Source: VisaVerge — South Africa Visa in 2026

Route 1 — Visa-Free Entry (90 days)

Nationals of many countries — including most of the EU, the UK, the US, Canada, Australia and several
others — can currently enter South Africa for tourism or short business visits for up to 90 days without
applying for a visa in advance. The exact list of visa-exempt nationalities is set and updated by the
Department of Home Affairs, so check it directly rather than relying on any third-party list, including this

one.

> Source: Department of Home Affairs — official visa information



https://safarifind.com/blog/south-africa-entry-requirements-2026-international-travellers
https://www.visaverge.com/questions/ultimate-guide-to-south-africa-visa-everything-you-need-to-know/
https://www.dha.gov.za

Route 2 — The New Electronic Travel Authorisation (ETA)

South Africa began phasing in an Electronic Travel Authorisation (ETA) system from October 2025, using

biometric pre-clearance to streamline entry. It has been rolling out in stages:

Phase 1 (Oct 2025): applied to diplomats from Mainland China, India, Indonesia and Mexico

attending the G20 Summit in Johannesburg, entering via OR Tambo or Cape Town International.

¢ November 2025: the DHA expanded ETA-enabled ports of entry to include Lanseria International

Airport.

e A ZAR 500 ETA processing fee was proposed on 29 July 2026 and formally adopted from 17 August
2026.

¢ Anissued ETA allows multiple entries, permits stays of up to 90 days per visit, and one further 90-day

extension can be applied for.

The government has not yet confirmed the exact date the ETA becomes mandatory for all tourists and
business travellers — expect this to keep expanding through 2026. Check the DHA site or your airline

before travel.

L. Source: Fragomen — South Africa ETA Requirement Updates

Route 3 — eVisa (Online Application)

South Africa's eVisa system continues to expand to more nationalities, including applicants from India,
China and Germany among others. If your country is on the eligible list, you can apply online instead of

visiting an embassy.

eVISA REQUIREMENTS DETAIL

Passport validity At least 6 months from date of entry

Photo Recent, digital, meeting biometric photo specifications
Itinerary Confirmed return or onward flight ticket

Funds Proof of sufficient funds for your stay

Where to check eligibility Official DHA site — the eligible-country list changes regularly

L Source: VisasUpdate — South Africa eVisa 2026: Complete Guide



https://www.fragomen.com/insights/south-africa-electronic-travel-authorization-requirement-forthcoming.html
https://www.visasupdate.com/post/south-africa-evisa-2026-guide

Route 4 — Visa Required (Embassy / VFS Application)

If your nationality is not visa-exempt and doesn't yet qualify for the eVisa, you'll need to apply for a
Tourist Visitor's Visa (form BI-84) in person at a South African embassy, high commission or VFS Global

visa centre before you travel.

EMBASSY TOURIST VISA DETAIL

Form BI-84, completed in full
Stay granted Up to 90 days (an officer may grant less)

Passport (30+ days' validity past departure), 2 recent passport photos,
Documents proof of itinerary and lodging, bank statements, yellow fever certificate

if applicable

South African embassy/consulate or VFS Global visa application centre

Where to apply
— no shortcuts, no visa-on-arrival for this route

s Source: ThingsToDolnSouthAfrica — South Africa Visa & Entry Requirements 2026

Extending your stay

If you need more time once you're already in the country, you apply to extend at a Department of Home
Affairs office before your current entry stamp or visa expires — don't wait until the last few days, and
don't assume it will be granted; overstaying a South African visa carries real consequences, including

possible future entry bans.

I Source: SafariFind — South Africa Entry Requirements 2026



https://thingstodoinsouthafrica.com/entry-requirements/
https://safarifind.com/blog/south-africa-entry-requirements-2026-international-travellers

Relocating to South Africa: Routes, Fees & the Real Process

“Moving to South Africa” is not one process — it's several, and which one applies to you depends entirely
on your situation: whether you have a job offer, a skill in shortage, a pension, savings, or none of the
above yet. Below are the main legal pathways as they stand in 2026, with realistic costs and honest
caveats. South Africa's Department of Home Affairs published a White Paper in 2026 proposing a move
toward a merit-based, points-style system for long-term visas, so expect further change — this is a moving

target, not a settled system.

> Source: VisaVerge — South Africa Visa in 2026 (White Paper overhaul)

Route A — The Critical Skills Work Visa (no job offer required)

This is South Africa's flagship route for skilled foreign professionals, and it's unusual globally because it
does not require a job offer at the time of application. Instead, eligibility depends on whether your
profession appears on the Department of Home Affairs' official Critical Skills List, covering shortage areas

in engineering, IT, healthcare, finance and more.

What you need

¢ Your occupation listed on the current Critical Skills List (published and periodically updated by the
DHA).

¢ Foreign qualifications evaluated and verified by the South African Qualifications Authority (SAQA).

e Registration with the relevant South African professional body where one exists — e.g. engineers

with the Engineering Council of South Africa (ECSA), health professionals with the Health Professions
Council of South Africa (HPCSA).

¢ Valid passport (6+ months), 2 passport photos, medical certificate, police clearance certificate(s),

proof of financial means.


https://www.visaverge.com/questions/ultimate-guide-to-south-africa-visa-everything-you-need-to-know/

Fees & realistic timeline (2026)

Item Cost (ZAR) Notes
Critical Skills visa application (form BI-1738) R1,520 Per applicant, non-refundable
VFS Global service fee R1,550 Application-centre processing

Per qualification; expedited

SAQA qualification evaluation R1,089

adds ~R600

SAPS clearance R150; foreign
Police clearance R150 — R900

clearances vary

Private practitioner, not
Medical & radiological reports R1,200 - R2,500

covered by DHA

Varies widely; ECSA, HPCSA,
Professional body registration R500 — R5,000

IRBA are pricier

Excludes an immigration
Total realistic out-of-pocket R6,000 — R12,000

consultant, if used

Standard processing is around 8 weeks for applications lodged abroad and 8-10 weeks for applications
lodged inside South Africa, though backlogs at some missions can stretch this to 4—6 months. The visa can

be issued for up to 5 years, and it can lead toward permanent residence (Route C below).

> Source: idchecker — Critical Skills List South Africa: Full 2026 Guide

b Source: WorkVisa.quide — Critical Skills Visa

> Source: abroadscope.co.za — Critical Skills Visa: 2026 Requirements Guide



https://idchecker.co.za/critical-skills-list-south-africa/
https://workvisa.guide/visa/critical-skills
https://abroadscope.co.za/critical-skills-visa-2026-requirements-sa/

Route B — Retiring in South Africa (“Retired Person's Visa”)

Despite the name, the DHA does not require you to actually be retired. There is no minimum age. The one

real test is financial: can you show a guaranteed, passive monthly income of at least R37,000, for life, from

a source that doesn't depend on working inside South Africa?

Qualifying income sources

Government or occupational pensions, and foreign retirement funds.
Irrevocable retirement annuities.
Regular, documented rental income (lease agreements + bank records).

Dividends or interest from a verifiable investment portfolio (12 months of statements typically

required).

A combination of the above, so long as the total clears R37,000/month.

Salaries, active employment income or freelance/consulting income do not qualify — and on this visa,

you are not permitted to work locally, run a South African business, or freelance for local clients. Your

income has to come from outside the South African labour market.

Document checklist

Valid passport with sufficient remaining validity and blank pages.

Police clearance certificates from every country you've lived in for 12+ months over the last 5 years.
Medical report no older than 6 months.

Documented proof of the qualifying income.

Proof of South African address and, for dependants, marriage/relationship certificates (note: Islamic

marriages performed within South Africa are not legally recognised for this purpose).



Visa validity & cost

RETIREMENT VISA DETAIL

Monthly income threshold R37,000 (roughly USD 2,000, though this shifts with the exchange rate)
Net-worth alternative (some A lump sum equivalent to R444,000/year (R1,776,000 across a 4-year
missions) visa)

Visa validity 4 years, renewable

Age requirement None — open to any age once the financial test is met

Can you work locally? No — income must originate outside South Africa's labour market

L Source: idchecker — Retirement Visa South Africa: How to Apply [2026]

L Source: |B

. Source: immigrationconsultantsa.com — Retirement Visa South Africa

Route C — Financial Independence Permit (straight to Permanent Residence)

This route is for high-net-worth individuals and skips temporary residence altogether, applying directly for

Permanent Residence under Section 27(F).

¢ Net worth required: at least R12 million (roughly USD 650,000), verified by a South African

Chartered Accountant.

¢ No obligation to move the money into South Africa or invest it locally — you only need to prove you

have it.

¢ You must disclose global assets and liabilities comprehensively and provide transparent “source of

funds” evidence for anti-money-laundering compliance, which is where many applications stumble.

L. Source: gbroadscope.co.za — South Africa Financial Independence Visa 2026

> Source: [MI Daily — South Africa Financial Independent Permit


https://idchecker.co.za/retirement-visa-south-africa/
https://www.ibn.co.za/south-africa/pr-retire-fi/
https://immigrationconsultantsa.com/south-africa-visa/temporary-residence/retirement-visa/
https://abroadscope.co.za/the-financial-independence-visa-a-direct-path-to-permanent-residence-in-south-africa/
https://www.imidaily.com/south-africa-financial-independent-permit/

Permanent residence & citizenship, in brief

Permanent residence in South Africa is typically available after 5 years of continuous, lawful temporary
residence for most work-visa holders (sooner via the financial-independence or retirement routes above,
on separate rules). A Section 28 retention rule protects PR-holders from automatically losing status purely
for spending extended periods outside the country, provided conditions are met. Citizenship by
naturalisation generally follows a further period of lawful permanent residence — confirm current
timelines directly with the DHA, as naturalisation rules are among the areas under review in the 2026

White Paper.

> Source: VisaProcessinfos — South Africa Retirement Visa 2026

The honest bottom line on relocating
¢ There is no single “move to South Africa” visa — you need to identify which of the routes above actually
fits your situation before you spend a cent.

e Budget for R6,000-R12,000+ in government, SAQA, medical and clearance fees on the skilled-work route

alone — before any immigration lawyer.

* Processing times routinely run 2—6 months, sometimes longer at backlogged missions — do not book a

one-way ticket around an assumed approval date.

¢ The rules are actively changing in 2026 (ETA rollout, proposed points-based system) — treat every figure in

this guide as a strong starting point, and reconfirm on www.dha.gov.za before you commit.



https://www.visaprocessinfos.com/retirement/south-africa

Money Matters: Currency & Cost of Living

The currency

South Africa's currency is the South African Rand (ZAR, symbol R), issued by the South African Reserve
Bank (SARB), divided into 100 cents. Banknotes come in R10, R20, R50, R100 and R200, all featuring South
Africa's Big Five animals. The rand also circulates through the Common Monetary Area (CMA) alongside
Eswatini, Lesotho and Namibia. It is a notably volatile currency against the US dollar and euro, historically
sensitive to political developments, commodity prices and domestic power-supply issues — so budget
with a buffer and check live rates (e.g. XE.com) rather than relying on any fixed number, including the

ones below.
¢ Cash limits: you may bring in up to ZAR 25,000 in rand cash, and up to USD 10,000 (or equivalent) in
foreign currency, before you must declare it on entry.

e Cards vs cash: cards are widely accepted in cities and tourist areas; carry smaller rand notes for

markets, tips and townships where card readers are less common.

l» Source: Remitly — South African Currency Guide

L Source: CrownCurrency — South Africa Currency Exchange Guide

Cost of living — what things actually cost

Costs vary sharply by city and by lifestyle. As a rule of thumb, Cape Town runs more expensive on rent
than Johannesburg (Numbeo puts Cape Town rents roughly 47-53% higher), while Johannesburg's overall
cost of living excluding rent can run slightly higher due to transport and security costs. Below are

representative, sourced figures — treat them as a planning baseline, not a guarantee.

CAPE TOWN — MONTHLY (2026

APPROX. COST
estimate)

1-bed apartment, city centre ~US$900-51,200 (roughly R16,000-R22,000)

1-bed apartment, outside centre ~USS$480-5640 (roughly R9,000-R12,000)

Groceries, single person ~USS$205-5320 per month


https://www.remitly.com/blog/currencies/south-african-rand/
https://crowncurrency.com.au/country/south-africa

Utilities (electricity, water) for a
~R2,700 for 2 people in an 85m? flat

small flat

Meal, inexpensive restaurant ~USS$10-$12 / roughly R130-R180

Monthly public transport pass ~USS$S50-560

Overall single-person budget, ~US$1,800/month is commonly cited as “comfortable”; a leaner budget
moderate lifestyle can work at ~US$1,080-$1,400

> Source: Wise — Cost of Living in Cape Town 2026

. Source: Expatistan — Cost of Living in Cape Town, Sep 2026

> Source: costliving.net — Cost of Living in Cape Town (2026)

. Source: Numbeo — Johannesburg vs Cape Town Cost of Living Comparison

Property24 (citing Numbeo) found average rent in Cape Town runs about 47% higher than Johannesburg,
while Johannesburg's overall cost-of-living index runs roughly 7-8% higher than Cape Town's once rent is

excluded — the two cities trade places depending on what you weight most (housing vs. everything else).

> Source: Property24 — Rising Cost of Living: How SA Cities Rank Globally



https://wise.com/us/cost-of-living/south-africa/cape-town
https://www.expatistan.com/cost-of-living/cape-town
https://costliving.net/cape-town/
https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/compare_cities.jsp?country1=South+Africa&city1=Johannesburg&country2=South+Africa&city2=Cape+Town
https://www.property24.com/articles/rising-cost-of-living-how-sa-cities-rank-globally-and-which-is-the-most-expensive/30106

Health, Insurance & Practical Wellbeing

¢ Yellow fever: a certificate is required if you're arriving from, or have transited through, a
yellow-fever-risk country in Africa or South America — check the current risk-country list before you

fly, since it changes.

¢ Health insurance: not legally mandatory for short tourist stays, but strongly recommended and
required as supporting evidence for most long-stay and retirement visa applications. Public
healthcare exists but is heavily strained; most expatriates and many South Africans who can afford it
use private healthcare and private medical aid schemes, which are considered good by regional

standards.

¢ Malaria: a risk in parts of Limpopo, Mpumalanga (including the Kruger National Park lowveld) and
northern KwaZulu-Natal — discuss prophylaxis with a travel clinic if your itinerary includes these
areas; most of the country, including Cape Town, Johannesburg city and the Garden Route, is not a

malaria zone.

¢ Tap water: generally safe to drink in major cities, though Cape Town has experienced periodic

water-restriction periods — check local advisories.



Safety: The Part We Won't Soften

This is the section that separates a useful guide from a marketing brochure, so we're not going to dress it
up. South Africa has some of the highest rates of violent crime in the world outside active conflict zones,

and every major government travel advisory reflects that.

OFFICIAL ADVISORY LEVELS
GUIDANCE

(2026)

Level 2 — Exercise Increased Caution, citing crime, terrorism, civil unrest
US State Department
and kidnapping

Warns of terrorism, political demonstrations, vehicle crime, and

UK FCDO

kidnapping

“Exercise a high degree of caution” due to significant levels of serious
Canada

crime

Similar language — crime and violence flagged as serious issues
Australia

nationwide

Specific risks named across these advisories include armed robbery, carjacking, “smash-and-grab” attacks
on vehicles at intersections, home invasion, sexual assault, and kidnapping — including cases where

foreign travellers are targeted and forced to withdraw cash or hand over account passwords before being
released. Demonstrations and strikes occur fairly often and can turn violent or disrupt transport with little

warning.

The nuance that matters

Level 2 is the same category the US State Department applies to France, Germany and the UK — it does
not mean “do not go,” it means “go prepared.” Risk in South Africa is highly uneven geographically:
business and tourist hubs like Cape Town's V&A Waterfront and City Bowl, Johannesburg's Sandton and
Rosebank, and private game reserves maintain much stronger safety records than township areas,
informal settlements, and inner-city districts after dark, which carry materially higher risk for visitors
unfamiliar with them. Major safari destinations, including Kruger National Park and private reserves, have

strong safety track records for tourists specifically.



Practical precautions worth taking seriously

¢ Arrange airport transfers and night travel through an established operator rather than hailing on the

street.

¢ Avoid driving or walking in unfamiliar downtown areas after dark; keep car doors locked and

windows up at intersections (smash-and-grabs target stopped cars).
¢ Only visit townships like Khayelitsha or Nyanga with a reputable local guide, not independently.
e Keep valuables out of sight, split cash/cards, and register with your embassy for extended stays.

¢ Follow local news for planned protests or strikes before travelling across a city.

s Source: U.S. Department of State — South Africa Travel Advisory

L Source: Saily — Is South Africa Safe to Visit in 2026?

. Source: TravelWarningCheck — South Africa Travel Advisory Warning 2026

> Source: regionalert.com — South Africa Travel Safety 2026: Zone-by-Zone Guide



https://travel.state.gov/en/international-travel/travel-advisories/south-africa.html
https://saily.com/blog/is-south-africa-safe-to-visit/
https://www.travelwarningcheck.com/travel-advisory/south-africa
https://regionalert.com/blog/south-africa-travel-safety-2026.html

Where to Go: Tourism Highlights

South Africa's tourism appeal is its range — few countries let you do a wildlife safari, a world-class wine

tour, a coastal road trip and a deep dive into apartheid-era history within the same fortnight.

Cape Town & the Western Cape

Table Mountain and the V&A Waterfront — the city's postcard core, and one of its safest, most

tourist-equipped areas.

¢ Robben Island — where Nelson Mandela was imprisoned for 18 of his 27 years; now a museum and

UNESCO World Heritage Site.

¢ The Bo-Kaap — the historic Cape Muslim neighbourhood known for brightly painted houses and

Cape Malay cuisine.

¢ The Cape Winelands (Stellenbosch, Franschhoek) — among the world's oldest wine regions outside

Europe.

¢ The Garden Route — a coastal drive linking Mossel Bay to Port Elizabeth via forests, lagoons and

beaches.

Johannesburg & Gauteng

¢ The Apartheid Museum and Constitution Hill — essential, unflinching context for the country's

history.
¢ Soweto — including the Hector Pieterson Memorial, commemorating the 1976 student uprising.

¢ The Cradle of Humankind, a UNESCO World Heritage Site with some of the world's most significant

hominin fossil discoveries.

Safari & wilderness

¢ Kruger National Park — one of Africa's largest game reserves and among the safest, most established

safari destinations for tourists.

¢ Private reserves in Sabi Sands and the Eastern Cape — higher cost, but excellent Big Five sightings

and strong safety infrastructure.



KwaZulu-Natal & the East
¢ Durban — for bunny chow, the Indian Ocean coastline and a large Indian-heritage community.
¢ The Drakensberg mountains — dramatic hiking and San rock art.

¢ Isandlwana and Rorke's Drift — Anglo-Zulu War battle sites, 1879.

Cultural & heritage moments to time your trip around

¢ Heritage Day, 24 September — nicknamed “Braai Day,” celebrated with food, music and traditional

dress nationwide.

¢ The Zion Christian Church's Easter pilgrimage to Moria, Limpopo — one of the largest religious

gatherings in Africa.

> Source: Ria's Colony — South Africa: 12 Lanquages, Culture & History



https://riascolony.org/blog/south-africa-languages-culture-history

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly

You asked for this section not to be softened, so here it is — plainly, and without spin in either direction.

The Good
¢ Extraordinary range in a single country: safaris, coastline, mountains, wine regions and world cities,
often a short flight apart.

¢ Arelatively favourable exchange rate for visitors holding USD, GBP or EUR, making South Africa

noticeably more affordable than comparable Western destinations.

¢ A genuinely multilingual, multicultural society with 12 official languages and living traditions — not a

museum version of culture, but an everyday one.
¢ Strong private healthcare and well-established infrastructure in major cities and tourist zones.
¢ A no-job-offer skilled-migration route (Critical Skills Visa) that's rare globally.

¢ A constitutional and legal framework that is, on paper, one of the most progressive in the world,

forged directly out of the anti-apartheid struggle.

The Bad

¢ High and genuinely dangerous levels of violent crime in specific areas — not evenly spread, but real,

and reflected in every major government's travel advisory.

¢ Load shedding: scheduled power outages that have affected the country for years, improving at
times but still an operational reality to plan around (backup power, surge protectors, flexible

schedules).

¢ Deep, visible economic inequality — the gap between the Constitution's promises and lived reality

remains one of the country's defining and unresolved tensions.

¢ Immigration bureaucracy that is slow, backlog-prone, and mid-overhaul in 2026 — expect delays and

IH

be prepared to wait longer than the “official” processing time suggests.



The Ugly

e Apartheid's legacy is not history in a textbook sense — it shaped where people live, how wealth is
distributed, and which communities carry the highest crime and unemployment burdens today, and

that legacy is still being actively negotiated, not resolved.

¢ The Truth and Reconciliation Commission granted amnesty to only 849 of 7,112 applications by
November 2000, refusing 5,392 — a process many victims' families still regard as having

under-delivered on accountability.

¢ Kidnapping-for-cash targeting foreign travellers, while statistically rare, is explicitly named by multiple
governments' advisories — not a reason to cancel a trip, but a reason to take standard precautions

seriously rather than performatively.

> Source: Ria's Colony — South Africa: 12 Languages, Culture & History (TRC figures)

I Source: U.S. Department of State — South Africa Travel Advisory



https://riascolony.org/blog/south-africa-languages-culture-history
https://travel.state.gov/en/international-travel/travel-advisories/south-africa.html

Your Practical Before-You-Go Checklist

If you're visiting for tourism

Confirm your visa route (visa-free / ETA / eVisa / embassy visa) on www.dha.gov.za — don't rely on

any blog, including this one, for your specific nationality.
Check passport validity (30+ days beyond departure, ideally 6 months) and blank pages (2 minimum).

Check whether your itinerary includes a malaria zone (Kruger, northern KZN, Limpopo, Mpumalanga

lowveld) and speak to a travel clinic if so.
Get travel insurance that covers medical evacuation.

Book your first few nights' accommodation and airport transfer through an established operator

before arrival.

Register your trip with your embassy if staying longer than a couple of weeks.

If you're relocating

Identify which legal route actually fits you: Critical Skills, general work visa (employer-sponsored),

retirement, or financial independence.

Start SAQA qualification evaluation and professional-body registration early — these alone can take

2—6 months.

Budget realistically: R6,000—R12,000+ in fees for a skilled work visa before any legal/consultant help;

R37,000/month proof of income for retirement; R12 million net worth for financial independence.

Get police clearance certificates from every country you've lived in for 12+ months over the last 5

years — this takes time to arrange from abroad.
Arrange comprehensive health insurance valid in South Africa before you apply.

Reconfirm every fee and requirement directly on www.dha.gov.za immediately before applying —

rules are actively changing through 2026.



Every Source Used in This Guide

In the spirit of “100% factual and verifiable,” here is every source cited above in one place. Government

and official sources are listed first.

Official & governmental

¢ Department of Home Affairs, South Africa — www.dha.gov.za

¢ Parliament of South Africa — https://www.parliament.gov.za/what-parliament-does

¢ U.S. Department of State Travel Advisory —

¢ Government of South Africa (Wikipedia, compiled from gov.za) —

/Jen.wikipedi wiki/ E b Af

e 28th South African Parliament — https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/28th South African Parliament

Immigration & visa specialists
¢ Fragomen — South Africa ETA Requirement Updates
¢ VisaVerge — South Africa Visa in 2026
e idchecker.co.za — Critical Skills List & Retirement Visa Guides 2026
e WorkVisa.guide — Critical Skills Visa
¢ abroadscope.co.za — Critical Skills & Financial Independence Visa Guides
¢ IBN Immigration — South African PR by Retirement or Financial Independence
¢ IMI Daily — South Africa Financial Independent Permit
e immigrationconsultantsa.com — Retirement Visa South Africa
¢ VisaProcessinfos — South Africa Retirement Visa 2026
e SafariFind — South Africa Entry Requirements 2026
¢ ThingsToDolnSouthAfrica — South Africa Visa & Entry Requirements 2026

¢ VisasUpdate — South Africa eVisa 2026: Complete Guide


http://www.dha.gov.za
https://www.parliament.gov.za/what-parliament-does
https://travel.state.gov/en/international-travel/travel-advisories/south-africa.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_South_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/28th_South_African_Parliament

Cost of living & currency
¢ Wise — Cost of Living in Cape Town 2026
¢ Expatistan — Cost of Living in Cape Town
e costliving.net — Cost of Living in Cape Town (2026)
¢ Numbeo — Johannesburg vs Cape Town Cost of Living Comparison
¢ Property24 — Rising Cost of Living: How SA Cities Rank Globally
¢ Remitly — South African Currency Guide

e CrownCurrency — South Africa Currency Exchange Guide

Safety
¢ Saily — Is South Africa Safe to Visit in 20267?
¢ TravelWarningCheck — South Africa Travel Advisory Warning 2026

¢ regionalert.com — South Africa Travel Safety 2026: Zone-by-Zone Guide

Culture, history & the brand

¢ Ria's Colony — South Africa: The Country With Twelve Ways to Say Hello
(riascolony.org/blog/south-africa-languages-culture-history)

¢ Ria's Colony — About (riascolony.org/about)

¢ Ria's Colony — Series: Exploring the Cultures of Africa

(riascolony.org/blog/series/africa-culture-series-54-countries)



http://riascolony.org/blog/south-africa-languages-culture-history
http://riascolony.org/about
http://riascolony.org/blog/series/africa-culture-series-54-countries

Every Country Has More to Offer Than the Little We Know
About It

That's a line from Ria's Colony's own roots, and it's exactly why this guide exists. South Africa is not a
simple country, and it doesn't deserve a simple guide — not the sanitised postcard version, and not the
fear-only version either. It's a place with twelve official languages, a hard and unfinished history, a
currency worth understanding before you land, visa routes that reward homework, real safety
considerations that deserve respect rather than either panic or denial, and more culture, coastline and

possibility than most people ever get told about.
If you're planning a trip, exploring a market, or looking for the right local connection in South Africa or

anywhere else across the continent, that's exactly the gap Ria's Colony exists to close.

riascolony.org

For the life you are becoming.
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