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  About Ria's Colony 

 

Africa is one continent. Moving across it should be easier. Ria's Colony is a trade and tourism 

company that helps people understand other African countries, travel between them, and do 

business across their markets — because right now, all three are often harder than they should be. 

There are businesses that could be selling into markets they have never considered. Travellers who 

could be visiting places they know almost nothing about. Destinations and hospitality businesses that 

could be reaching people who would genuinely value what they have to offer. The opportunities are 

there. Finding the right information, people, and way in is often the harder part. Ria's Colony works 

across that gap, using media, travel information, learning, research, business development, and 

connections to make it easier for people and organisations to move across African countries with 

better understanding. 

 

What we commit to 

Equip — Practical courses and resources that help people build useful skills and participate 

confidently in opportunities across Africa. (Style Vault) 

Reflect — Original stories, like this one, that help people understand Africa's countries, cultures, 

economies and the issues that matter there. (Style Mirror) 

Explore — Travel information, destination stories and selected experiences that help people 

understand African destinations before they go. (Aerial View) 

Connect — Helping businesses enter and expand across African markets, connecting them with the 

customers, partners and local knowledge they need. (Aerial Connect) 

 

This guide was built in the spirit of those commitments. It pairs the storytelling of our Côte d'Ivoire 

culture feature with the practical, sourced information a traveller, relocator, or business owner would 

actually need before making a decision — visas, fees, government structure, safety, cost of living, and 

the honest good, bad and ugly of moving through the country. 

 

What Ria's Colony is not 

We are not a general travel agency and we do not book flights or hotels ourselves. We are not only a 

media company, and we are not only a business consultancy. We are a bridge: media, travel 

information, learning, business development and connections, working together so that 

understanding a country, a market, or an opportunity in Africa becomes easier than it currently is. 

Learn more or start a conversation with the team at riascolony.org/inquire. Read the original culture 

feature this guide is built from at riascolony.org/blog/cote-divoire-culture-history-food-music-cocoa. 

https://riascolony.org/inquire
https://riascolony.org/blog/cote-divoire-culture-history-food-music-cocoa


How to Use This Guide — and a Few Honest Notes 

 

This guide gathers information from official Ivorian government sources (ONECI, SNEDAI, CEPICI, 

Service Public de Côte d'Ivoire), international bodies (UNESCO, WHO, the World Bank, the IMF, the 

International Cocoa Organization), foreign ministries' travel advisories (U.S. Department of State, UK 

and other national travel-health bodies), and specialist relocation, visa and cost-of-living publishers. 

Every figure, fee and claim in this guide is followed by, or grouped under, a clear source you can click 

through and verify yourself. That was a non-negotiable design rule for this project. 

 

A NOTE ON ACCURACY AND CHANGE 

Visa fees, residence-card fees, exchange rates, safety advisories and cost-of-living estimates change 

— sometimes quickly. Every figure here reflects the most recent publicly available information at 

the time of writing (September 2026), with the exact publication or verification date noted next to 

each source wherever the source itself provided one. Before you travel, apply for a visa, or relocate, 

always re-check the primary government source linked in each section. Ria's Colony is not a visa 

agency, immigration lawyer, or bank, and this guide is informational, not legal, financial, medical or 

immigration advice. 

 

Where figures come from third-party aggregators (for example, cost-of-living calculators), we say so 

and show a range rather than pretending to false precision — real budgets always land somewhere 

inside a range, not on a single number. Where sources disagreed with each other (for example, on 

the exact number of tourist-stay days permitted), we present the official Ivorian government source 

as the primary figure and flag the discrepancy rather than silently picking one. 



  Chapter 1 — Côte d'Ivoire at a Glance 

 

Before the detail, the shape of the country. This snapshot is the one page to screenshot before you 

board a flight. 

Official name Republic of Côte d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast) 

Political / official capital 
Yamoussoukro — named the political capital in 1983, though the transfer 
of government functions has never fully happened. 

Economic / de facto capital 
Abidjan — the seat of government ministries, the presidency's main 
offices, the airport, the port and virtually all embassies. 

Population 
About 29.4 million residents were counted in the 2021 national census, 
of whom roughly 22.8 million (78%) held Ivorian nationality and about 
6.4 million (22%) held the nationality of another country. 

Government type 

Semi-presidential republic under the 2016 Constitution (amended 2020) 
— an elected President as head of state, an appointed Prime Minister as 
head of government, a bicameral Parliament (National Assembly and 
Senate). 

Head of State 
President Alassane Ouattara — in office since 2010, re-elected to a fourth 
term in October 2025. 

Head of Government 
Prime Minister Robert Beugré Mambé — first appointed October 2023, 
reappointed 21 January 2026. 

Official language 
French. Dioula is the most widely used lingua franca alongside it; more 
than sixty local languages are spoken across the country. 

Religion (2021 census) 
Muslim 42.5% · Christian 39.8% · No religion 12.6% · Traditional/animist 
2.2% · Other 0.7%. 

Currency West African CFA franc (XOF), pegged at a fixed rate of €1 = XOF 655.957. 

Time zone GMT / UTC+0 year-round (no daylight saving). 

Electricity 220V, 50Hz. Plug types C and E (European round two-pin). 

International dialling code +225 

Emergency numbers Police 111 · Fire 180 · Ambulance 185 

Main international airport Félix Houphouët-Boigny International Airport (ABJ), Port-Bouët, Abidjan. 

National football team 
The Elephants — three-time Africa Cup of Nations champions (1992, 
2015, 2024, the last as tournament hosts). 

 

Sources: Britannica — Côte d'Ivoire Constitution, Politics, Governance; CIA-derived travel facts sheet; 

Wikipedia — List of heads of government of Ivory Coast; original reporting on the 2021 census cited 

in Ria's Colony's Côte d'Ivoire culture feature. 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Cote-dIvoire/Constitutional-framework
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/about/archives/2022/countries/cote-divoire/travel-facts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_heads_of_government_of_Ivory_Coast


Chapter 2 — Getting In: Visas, Entry & Health 
Requirements 

 

Côte d'Ivoire's entry system runs on three tracks: free movement for fellow ECOWAS nationals, a 

visa-exempt list for a handful of other countries, and an e-Visa for almost everyone else. Getting this 

chapter right before you travel will save you the most common headache visitors report: arriving at 

Félix Houphouët-Boigny Airport without the right paperwork already approved. 

 

2.1 — Who needs a visa 

•​ ECOWAS nationals (the 15 members of the Economic Community of West African States, e.g. 

Nigeria, Ghana, Senegal, Burkina Faso, Mali, Guinea, Benin, Togo, Liberia, Sierra Leone, The 

Gambia, Niger, Guinea-Bissau, Cabo Verde) do not need a visa and can live and work in Côte 

d'Ivoire without a residency permit for standard stays, under the ECOWAS free-movement 

protocol. 

•​ A short additional list of non-ECOWAS African and other nationalities is visa-exempt under 

Ivorian government policy; the exemption list should always be checked directly, as it can 

change. 

•​ Almost everyone else — including citizens of the United States, the United Kingdom, most of 

the EU (including France), Canada, Australia and most of Asia and Latin America — needs a visa 

before travel, obtained through the official e-Visa portal. 

 

Source: Wikipedia — Visa policy of Ivory Coast; U.S. State Department — Investment Climate 

Statement on ECOWAS work rights 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visa_policy_of_Ivory_Coast
https://www.state.gov/report/custom/ad3f426368/
https://www.state.gov/report/custom/ad3f426368/


2.2 — The official e-Visa (SNEDAI) 

THE ONLY OFFICIALLY RECOGNISED VISA PORTAL 

SNEDAI (Société Nouvelle d'Exploitation du Domaine Aéroportuaire d'Abidjan) states that it is the 

only site officially recognised and accredited by the State of Côte d'Ivoire for visa applications. 

Third-party "visa concierge" sites (iVisa, VisaHQ and similar) can file the SNEDAI application on your 

behalf for a service fee, but you can complete the exact same process yourself for free plus the 

government fee at snedai.com. 

 

The e-Visa is a pre-enrolment process, not an instant download-and-go authorisation. Here is exactly 

how it works, step by step: 

Step What happens 

1. Pre-enrolment 
Register online at snedai.com: personal details, travel details, and a local 
contact/reference in Côte d'Ivoire. 

2. Upload documents 
Passport identity page, proof of a round-trip flight booking, and either an invitation 
letter or a certificate of accommodation (hébergement). 

3. Pay the fee 
Approx. €73 including banking fees for the standard tourism/family e-Visa, payable by 
Mastercard on the portal. 

4. DST review 
The application is reviewed by the Direction de la Surveillance du Territoire 
(Directorate of Territory Surveillance); approval is not guaranteed simply by submitting. 

5. Travel with approval 
Print/save your approved pre-enrolment document and travel with it, your passport, 
and your yellow fever certificate. 

6. Biometric enrolment on 
arrival 

Complete biometric capture at the visa area of Abidjan airport (or another approved 
point of entry) to receive the final visa. 

 

Visa cost 
€73 (tourism/family category), including banking charges — paid on the 
SNEDAI portal. 

Validity 
3 months from issue, multiple entries, as stated on the official SNEDAI 
e-Visa page. 

Stay length 

Some third-party visa services describe a 30-day permitted stay within 
that 3-month validity window; the official SNEDAI page describes it 
simply as a 3-month multiple-entry visa. Confirm your exact permitted 
stay on your approval document before travelling, since sources are not 
fully consistent on this point. 

Passport validity required At least 6 months beyond your date of entry. 

Extending your stay 
Once inside Côte d'Ivoire, SNEDAI notes it is possible to apply to extend 
your residence title beyond the visa's original period. 

Sources: SNEDAI — official e-Visa page; SNEDAI — Visa Biométrique FAQ; VisaEntrée — French 

travellers' guide (Aug 2026); Visa Atlas — Côte d'Ivoire eVisa guide (verified against SNEDAI, 28 June 

2026) 

https://snedai.com/e-visa/
https://snedai.com/faq-visa-biometrique/
https://visaentree.fr/visa-cote-d-ivoire/
https://visaentree.fr/visa-cote-d-ivoire/
https://visaatlas.org/visas/cote-divoire/evisa
https://visaatlas.org/visas/cote-divoire/evisa


2.3 — Applying from an embassy instead 

If you would rather not apply online, or your visa category isn't available through the e-Visa route, 

you can apply in person at an Ivorian embassy or consulate. Application forms are free and available 

at the embassy's enrolment centre, on the SNEDAI website, or through the Ivorian national police 

website. In Paris, for example, applications are handled at the Embassy of Côte d'Ivoire, 102 Avenue 

Raymond Poincaré, 75116 Paris. 

Source: SNEDAI — Visa en Ambassade 

 

2.4 — Yellow fever: the one mandatory vaccine 

YOU CANNOT ENTER WITHOUT THIS 

Under International Health Regulations, yellow fever vaccination is the sole mandatory vaccine for 

entry into Côte d'Ivoire, and you must present a valid international vaccination card (WHO "Yellow 

Card") on arrival. A single dose provides lifelong immunity under current WHO guidance (since July 

2013/2016), so no booster is required after ten years, whatever an older certificate rule may have 

said. 

If you arrive without proof, you can be vaccinated on the spot at Félix Houphouët-Boigny Airport or 

another point of entry for a fee of approximately XOF 7,000 (about €11), and you'll receive the 

international card there. 

 

Sources: African Development Bank Annual Meetings — official health information; U.S. Department 

of State — Côte d'Ivoire travel page; NaTHNaC / TravelHealthPro — Côte d'Ivoire 

 

2.5 — Other recommended health precautions 

•​ Malaria risk exists across the whole country. Antimalarial medication, insect repellent and long, 

loose clothing at dawn and dusk are widely recommended by travel-health services; discuss 

options (atovaquone-proguanil, doxycycline, mefloquine) with a travel clinic before departure. 

•​ The CDC and WHO also generally recommend being up to date on typhoid, hepatitis A and B, 

polio, routine MMR/Tdap, and — depending on your itinerary and risk profile — rabies and 

meningitis vaccination. 

•​ Comprehensive travel insurance that includes medical evacuation is strongly recommended. It is 

not a legal entry requirement, but health infrastructure outside major cities is limited, and 

serious cases are often evacuated to better-resourced facilities. 

Source: Passport Health — Travel Vaccines and Advice for Côte d'Ivoire 

https://snedai.com/visaenambassade/
https://am.afdb.org/en/2025-annual-meetings/your-stay/health-information
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/CotedIvoire.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/CotedIvoire.html
https://travelhealthpro.org.uk/country/112/cote-divoire-ivory-coast
https://www.passporthealthusa.com/destination-advice/cote-divoire/


  Chapter 3 — Government & Political System 

Côte d'Ivoire is a semi-presidential republic under the 2016 Constitution, amended in 2020. Executive 

power sits mainly with a directly elected President, who serves a five-year term and, since the 2020 

amendment, can be re-elected only once. The President is assisted by a Vice President (a position 

created by the 2016 Constitution, chosen by the President and approved by Parliament) and by a 

Prime Minister, who is appointed by the President and serves as head of government. 

 

3.1 — Who holds power right now 

President (Head of State) 
Alassane Ouattara — in office since 2010; won a fourth term in the 
October 2025 presidential election. 

Prime Minister (Head of 
Government) 

Robert Beugré Mambé — first appointed 16 October 2023; resigned 
along with his government after the December 2025 legislative elections 
and was reappointed by President Ouattara on 21 January 2026. He 
previously served as Governor of the Autonomous District of Abidjan 
(2011–2023). 

Cabinet 
The "Beugré Mambé II" government, unveiled 23 January 2026, with 30 
full ministers and 4 delegate ministers. 

National Assembly 
The lower house of a bicameral Parliament, 255 seats, elected by direct 
universal suffrage; the ruling Rally of Houphouëtists for Democracy and 
Peace (RHDP) won 197 seats in the December 2025 elections. 

Senate 
The upper house, created in 2018, with 99 members — two-thirds 
elected by direct universal suffrage, one-third appointed by the 
President. 

Judiciary 
An independent judiciary headed by the Court of Cassation (the highest 
court for most matters), alongside a Constitutional Council and other 
specialised bodies. 

Administrative divisions 
2 autonomous districts (Abidjan and Yamoussoukro) plus 12 districts, 
further divided into régions, départements, sous-préfectures, communes 
and villages. 

 

Sources: Britannica — Côte d'Ivoire Constitution, Politics, Governance; Africanews — Robert Beugré 

Mambé reappointed as prime minister; Ecofin Agency — Ivory Coast Reappoints Robert Beugré 

Mambé as PM; Wikipedia — National Assembly (Ivory Coast) 

 

 

 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Cote-dIvoire/Constitutional-framework
https://www.africanews.com/2026/01/21/ivory-coast-robert-beugre-mambe-reappointed-as-prime-minister/
https://www.africanews.com/2026/01/21/ivory-coast-robert-beugre-mambe-reappointed-as-prime-minister/
https://www.ecofinagency.com/appointments/2201-52150-ivory-coast-reappoints-robert-beugre-mambe-as-prime-minister
https://www.ecofinagency.com/appointments/2201-52150-ivory-coast-reappoints-robert-beugre-mambe-as-prime-minister
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Assembly_(Ivory_Coast)


3.2 — The political backstory worth knowing before you go 

Understanding today's Côte d'Ivoire is easier with a little of its political history in view — and it 

directly explains some of the paperwork you'll meet in the next chapter. After independence from 

France on 7 August 1960, Félix Houphouët-Boigny governed until his death in 1993, a period that 

included the rapid growth years known as the "Ivorian economic miracle," fuelled by cocoa and 

coffee exports and by workers who migrated in from neighbouring West African countries — a policy 

the state actively encouraged at the time. 

After Houphouët-Boigny's death, questions about who counted as "fully Ivorian" — a concept that 

became known as Ivoirité — became entangled with presidential politics, most visibly when Alassane 

Ouattara was barred from the 1995 presidential race on nationality grounds. A 1999 coup, a 2002 

uprising that split the country into a rebel-held north and government-held south, and a disputed 

2010 election that triggered months of violence (roughly 3,000 people were killed in the 2010–2011 

post-election crisis) followed before Ouattara took office in 2011. He has been re-elected since, most 

recently in October 2025. 

Land ownership in cocoa-growing regions, and the legal status of long-settled families of Burkinabè, 

Malian and other West African origin, remain live and sometimes sensitive subjects in Ivorian public 

life — not because the country is unstable today, but because these questions shaped real conflict 

within living memory and are still actively managed rather than fully resolved. 

Source: Ria's Colony — Côte d'Ivoire Culture: History, Food, Music and Cocoa (see Chapter 8 of this 

guide for the full cultural story). 

https://riascolony.org/blog/cote-divoire-culture-history-food-music-cocoa


Chapter 4 — Relocating to Côte d'Ivoire: Residency, 
Work & Business 

 

"Relocating" to Côte d'Ivoire means something different depending on where you're coming from. If 

you hold the passport of an ECOWAS member state, the door is essentially open. If you don't, the 

country has a defined — if paperwork-heavy — legal route through the national identification office, 

ONECI, with a separate track for setting up a business through the investment agency, CEPICI. 

 

4.1 — ECOWAS nationals: the fast lane 

 

FREE MOVEMENT 

Citizens of the 15 ECOWAS member states can legally live and work in Côte d'Ivoire without a 

residency permit and without additional immigration permissions, under the ECOWAS Protocol on 

Free Movement of Persons. This is confirmed directly by the U.S. Department of State's Investment 

Climate Statement on Côte d'Ivoire. In practice this means Burkinabè, Malian, Ghanaian, 

Senegalese, Nigerian, Guinean, Beninese, Togolese, Liberian, Sierra Leonean, Gambian, Nigerien, 

Bissau-Guinean and Cabo Verdean nationals do not go through the Carte de Résident process 

described below (though ONECI does keep a specific form for confirming ECOWAS nationality 

where it's relevant). 

 

Source: U.S. Department of State — Investment Climate Statement, Côte d'Ivoire 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.state.gov/report/custom/ad3f426368/


4.2 — Everyone else: the Carte de Résident (Resident Card) 

Any non-ECOWAS foreign national living in Côte d'Ivoire beyond three months from their date of 

entry must obtain a Carte de Résident (biometric resident card) from ONECI (Office National de l'État 

Civil et de l'Identification) — the sole authority permitted to issue this card to non-ECOWAS 

foreigners. Requests are made at dedicated ONECI centres (no longer at police stations), by 

appointment, after an online pre-registration. 

Step-by-step 

Step What it involves 

1. Online pre-registration 
Complete the pre-registration form at the ONECI portal 
(pre-enregistrement-carte-resident.oneci.ci): personal details, nationality, passport and 
visa information, purpose of stay. 

2. Certificate of 
residence 

Obtain a certificat de résidence from an ONECI agency — this must be less than six 
months old at the time of your Carte de Résident submission, and is itself a prerequisite 
document. 

3. Assemble your file 

Valid passport/consular card copy, proof of accommodation or a sponsor's supporting 
documents, an employer's attestation de travail (work certificate) if applicable, ID photos 
on a white background, and — depending on your situation — a spouse's residence-card 
copy, a means-of-subsistence proof for whoever is sponsoring you, and other supporting 
civil documents. 

4. Pay the fees 
Payments are made at Versus Bank (ONECI's banking partner) or online, with a separate 
payment slip (bordereau) required for each service: the card fee, any penalty fee, and any 
optional VIP service fee. 

5. Biometric enrolment 
Attend your ONECI appointment in person for document verification and biometric 
capture (fingerprints, photo, signature). 

6. Collection 
New applications: about 15 working days. Renewals: about 7 working days — though 
ONECI notes both can vary with how busy a centre is. 

 

 

What it costs (reported figures, XOF) 

Online pre-enrolment fee Approx. XOF 15,000, payable by mobile money on the ONECI site. 

Resident-card production fee Approx. XOF 150,000, paid at Versus Bank. 

Certificate of residence (certificat 
de domicile) 

Approx. XOF 3,000, issued by ONECI. 

Optional "VIP" service 
Approx. XOF 10,000–15,000, for expedited/priority handling — several 
applicants report this being presented as effectively mandatory at some 
centres, which is worth asking about directly. 

Card validity 

Once issued, the Carte de Résident exempts the holder from the visa 
requirement to enter Côte d'Ivoire for a period of 5 years (renewable), 
and allows the holder to work and reside legally, open a bank account, 
and sign a lease. 



 

THESE FIGURES ARE USER-REPORTED, NOT AN OFFICIAL PUBLISHED TARIFF 

ONECI's own site references a "grille des frais" (official fee schedule) without publishing the 

numbers on the public page we could access; the XOF figures above are consistently reported 

across ONECI's public documentation pages and independent relocation/expat sources, including a 

detailed first-hand account on the Expat.com Côte d'Ivoire forum. Fees can change and may vary by 

category (student, worker, retiree, family reunification, etc.) — always confirm the current schedule 

directly with ONECI before budgeting or travelling. 

 

Sources: ONECI — Documents to provide for the Carte de Résident; ONECI — Official Carte de 

Résident applicant centre (Abidjan); Anywr Group — Living and working in Côte d'Ivoire: the Carte de 

Résident; Firmus Advisory — How to Obtain a Residence Card in Côte d'Ivoire; Expat.com forum — 

first-hand fee report and process notes 

 

 

4.3 — Moving for work: what employers and workers need to know 

•​ A signed and stamped attestation de travail (work certificate) from an Ivorian employer is 

generally required as part of the Carte de Résident file for anyone relocating on work grounds 

— you cannot complete the residency process on a tourist e-Visa alone if your real purpose is 

employment. 

•​ The U.S. State Department's Investment Climate Statement describes the visa-and-permit 

process for foreign investors and their employees as "not onerous," and notes that CEPICI, the 

investment promotion agency, actively facilitates this process for companies bringing in foreign 

staff. 

•​ If you are the director (gérant) of a locally registered company, you will need a valid Titre de 

Séjour (residence title) if you are actually living in Côte d'Ivoire, even though the director role 

itself doesn't have to be held by an Ivorian national. 

Sources: U.S. Department of State — Investment Climate Statement; GRO Consult — Setting Up a 

Subsidiary in the Ivory Coast (2026) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.oneci.ci/nos-produits/carte-resident/documents-a-fournir
https://carte-resident.ci/
https://carte-resident.ci/
https://www.anywr-group.com/blog/carte-resident-ivoirien
https://www.anywr-group.com/blog/carte-resident-ivoirien
https://firmusadvisory.com/residence-card-cote-divoire-oneci/
https://www.expat.com/forum/viewtopic.php?id=1038695
https://www.expat.com/forum/viewtopic.php?id=1038695
https://www.state.gov/report/custom/ad3f426368/
https://groconsult.com/setting-up-a-subsidiary-in-the-ivory-coast/
https://groconsult.com/setting-up-a-subsidiary-in-the-ivory-coast/


4.4 — Moving for business: CEPICI and company registration 

Côte d'Ivoire actively courts foreign investment. Under the 2018 Investment Code and OHADA 

regional business law, foreign investors can own 100% of most company types — manufacturing, 

services and technology among them — with no minimum share-capital requirement since 2014 

(though 1,000,000 XOF is the commonly used working figure for banking credibility). Company 

registration runs through CEPICI's "Guichet Unique" (one-stop shop), which centralises tax 

registration, the unique business identifier (IDU/RCCM), and employer registration with the national 

social-security fund (CNPS). 

 

Lead agency 
CEPICI — Centre de Promotion des Investissements en Côte d'Ivoire, 
cepici.gouv.ci 

Advertised registration time 
24–48 hours through the One-Stop Shop, though real-world timing can 
run longer, especially for opening the capital-deposit bank account (5–10 
business days is commonly reported). 

Foreign office / business 
registration fee 

Approx. XOF 27,500 (about US$55), plus 2.5% of the annual office-lease 
value, according to the U.S. Commercial Service's Côte d'Ivoire guide. 

SARL (limited liability company) 
registration fee 

Approx. XOF 15,000 (about US$30) since the minimum-capital 
requirement was removed. 

Common structures 
SARL (limited liability company), SA (joint-stock company), Succursale 
(branch of a foreign company), and joint ventures. 

 

Sources: U.S. Commercial Service — Côte d'Ivoire Country Commercial Guide; GUCE / CEPICI — 

Single Window for Foreign Trade; Firmus Advisory — Business Registration in Ivory Coast; Elidge — 

Company Registration in Ivory Coast 

 

 

4.5 — Banking, housing and daily-life basics once you land 

•​ A Carte de Résident (or, for ECOWAS nationals, a valid ID/passport) is typically required to open 

a local bank account and to sign a residential lease in your own name. 

•​ Electronic payment is widely available in banks, hotels and larger retail outlets in Abidjan; 

smaller vendors and informal markets remain heavily cash-based. 

•​ Housing is commonly quoted, negotiated and paid in XOF, often with several months' rent 

required upfront (a pattern common across West African rental markets, though exact norms 

should be confirmed with a local agent, as sources for this guide did not include an official rule 

on deposit size). 

https://www.trade.gov/country-commercial-guides/cote-divoire-distribution-sales-channels
https://guce.gouv.ci/cepici?lang=en
https://guce.gouv.ci/cepici?lang=en
https://firmusadvisory.com/business-registration-in-ivory-coast-a-step-by-step-guide/
https://www.elidge.com/company-registration-in-ivory-coast/
https://www.elidge.com/company-registration-in-ivory-coast/


Chapter 5 — Cost of Living & Money Estimates 

Cost-of-living estimators disagree with each other more than official visa fees do — because they're 

measuring lifestyle choices, not a fixed government tariff. The honest way to use this chapter is as a 

set of ranges from several independent trackers, not a single "true" number. All figures below were 

published in 2026 editions of each source and are shown in US dollars as reported, alongside the XOF 

figure where the source gave one. 

 

5.1 — Monthly budget ranges, by lifestyle 

Lifestyle Reported monthly range (excl. rent unless noted) Source 

Backpacker / very lean ≈ $572/month WorldCostOfLiving 

Local household ≈ $730/month Nomad Watch 

Digital nomad (coworking + 
coliving) 

≈ $560–2,695/month depending on source and area 
WorldCostOfLiving / 
Nomad Watch 

Single expat professional, 
centrally located 

≈ $764–2,181/month 
WorldCostOfLiving / 
Nomad Watch 

Single person, all-in incl. rent ≈ $1,372/month (≈ XOF 787,600) CityCost.org 

Single person, comfortable 
expat lifestyle (rent incl.) 

≈ $2,300–3,800/month (XOF 1.5–2.5 million) The Africanvestor 

Family of four, excl. rent ≈ $3,088/month Wise 

Family of four, incl. rent 
(modest) 

≈ €2,640/month (XOF ≈1,731,000) Numbeo 

 

 

 

5.2 — Rent, in the centre vs outside it 

1-bedroom apartment, city centre 
≈ $264–679/month, depending on the source and specific 
neighbourhood. 

1-bedroom apartment, outside 
the centre 

≈ $386/month (Wise estimate). 

3-bedroom apartment, city centre 
≈ $2,799/month (Wise estimate) — this figure sits well above several 
other sources and likely reflects premium expat-oriented compounds; 
treat it as a ceiling, not a typical figure. 

3-bedroom apartment, outside 
the centre 

≈ $1,102/month (Wise estimate). 



Basic utilities (85m² apartment) 

≈ $185/month (Wise); a long-time Côte d'Ivoire resident commenting on 
Numbeo's page put realistic combined water and electricity closer to XOF 
20,000–40,000/month (≈ $32–65) for a fan-cooled home, rising with air 
conditioning use. 

 

Sources: Wise — Cost of living in Abidjan (2026); WorldCostOfLiving — Abidjan (2026); CityCost.org 

— Abidjan; Nomad Watch — Abidjan; The Africanvestor — Abidjan Expat Guide (2026); Numbeo — 

Cost of Living in Abidjan (incl. resident comments) 

 

5.3 — Currency basics 

Currency 
West African CFA franc (XOF) — shared with seven other West African 
Economic and Monetary Union (UEMOA) countries. 

Peg Fixed at €1 = XOF 655.957, guaranteed by the French Treasury. 

Approximate USD rate 
Roughly $1 ≈ XOF 570–600, fluctuating with the euro/dollar rate rather 
than any independent Ivorian monetary policy. 

 

Source: World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) — Côte d'Ivoire information sheet 

https://wise.com/us/cost-of-living/ivory-coast/abidjan
https://www.worldcostofliving.com/city/abidjan-ivory-coast
https://citycost.org/abidjan/
https://citycost.org/abidjan/
https://nomad.watch/cities/CI/abidjan/costs
https://theafricanvestor.com/blogs/news/abidjan-expat-guide
https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/in/Abidjan
https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/in/Abidjan
https://rr-africa.woah.org/en/information-sheet-cote-divoire/


Chapter 6 — Safety, Health & The Honest Picture: 
Good, Bad, Ugly 

You asked for honesty, not a brochure. Here is the current official safety picture, followed by a 

genuinely candid read on what tends to go well and what tends to go wrong for visitors and 

relocators. 

 

6.1 — Official travel advisory 

 

U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT — LEVEL 2: EXERCISE INCREASED CAUTION (REISSUED 18 FEBRUARY 2026) 

The advisory cites crime, terrorism, civil unrest, health-system limitations and piracy risk in nearby 

waters as the reasons for the Level 2 rating. Most importantly, it separately designates the northern 

border region as Level 4: Do Not Travel, due to the threat from Jama'at Nusrat al-Islam 

wal-Muslimin (JNIM), an extremist group active across the wider Sahel. The rest of the country, 

including Abidjan, remains open for travel with standard precautions. 

Crime: violent crime including carjacking, armed robbery and home invasion is described as 

common in some areas; local police are noted as often under-resourced for serious crime response. 

Civil unrest: demonstrations and political rallies can turn violent with little warning; security forces 

have used tear gas to disperse crowds. Health: routine and emergency medical care is available in 

major cities but may not meet U.S. standards, and is considerably less available in rural areas. 

 

Sources: U.S. Embassy in Côte d'Ivoire — Travel Advisory, 18 February 2026; Travel and Tour World — 

Côte d'Ivoire Travel Advisory 2026 

 

6.2 — The Good 

•​ Genuine, widely reported hospitality — visitors and long-term expats consistently describe 

Ivorian warmth toward newcomers as one of the country's strongest draws, not a 

tourism-brochure cliché. 

•​ An economy that has recovered strongly and kept growing since the 2010–2011 crisis, anchored 

by cocoa (Côte d'Ivoire produces roughly 36% of the world's cocoa, about 1.681 million tonnes 

in the 2024/25 season) and a deliberate government push to process more of that cocoa 

domestically rather than exporting only raw beans — processing capacity grew from about 

826,000 tonnes in 2022 to 1.08 million tonnes in 2025. 

•​ A genuinely stable, France-pegged currency (XOF), which shields residents and businesses from 

the currency volatility seen in some neighbouring economies. 

https://ci.usembassy.gov/travel-advisory-cote-divoire-february-18-2026/
https://www.travelandtourworld.com/news/article/cote-divoire-travel-advisory-2026-u-s-warns-of-northern-border-risks-and-coastal-piracy/
https://www.travelandtourworld.com/news/article/cote-divoire-travel-advisory-2026-u-s-warns-of-northern-border-risks-and-coastal-piracy/


•​ An investment climate the U.S. government itself describes as "not onerous" for foreign 

investors and their staff, with a one-stop shop (CEPICI) designed specifically to cut bureaucratic 

friction. 

•​ A rich, living culture — more than sixty ethnic groups, UNESCO-recognised food and textile 

traditions (attiéké in 2024, loincloth weaving in 2023), a music scene (zouglou, coupé-décalé) 

with real global reach, and a national football team whose 2024 home-soil AFCON win united 

the country across regional and religious lines. 

Sources: International Cocoa Organization figures and IMF processing-capacity data, via Ria's 

Colony's Côte d'Ivoire culture feature 

 

 

6.3 — The Bad 

•​ Bureaucracy is real. Multiple independent fee stops (pre-enrolment, card production, certificate 

of residence, an often-pushed "VIP" add-on), in-person appointments, and document 

requirements that can vary by centre are consistently reported by people who have actually 

gone through the Carte de Résident process. 

•​ Cost of living for an expat-standard lifestyle in Abidjan is genuinely high for the region — several 

trackers place it above Lagos-, Accra- or Dakar-equivalent costs for comparable comfort, driven 

largely by imported goods, air conditioning and premium housing. 

•​ Utility reliability (power and water) varies by building and neighbourhood; a long-term 

resident's own correction on a major cost-tracking site noted that official utility estimates can 

run far above what many residents actually pay, but also implicitly flags that outcomes vary a lot 

by building quality. 

•​ Health infrastructure drops off sharply outside Abidjan and the other major cities — a real 

consideration for anyone relocating to a smaller town or a rural cocoa-growing area. 

 

6.4 — The Ugly 

•​ The northern border region is under a formal Do Not Travel advisory due to the terrorism threat 

from JNIM, an extremist group operating across the wider Sahel region — this is not a minor 

caution, it's the U.S. government's highest advisory tier. 

•​ Land ownership disputes in cocoa-growing regions, and the legal status of long-settled 

migrant-origin families, are not fully resolved historical issues — they were central to two 

periods of civil conflict (2002–2011) within living memory and remain politically sensitive. 

•​ The 2010–2011 post-election crisis killed roughly 3,000 people and displaced hundreds of 

thousands — a reminder that Ivorian politics, while currently stable under President Ouattara's 

fourth term, has a recent history of election-linked violence. 

https://riascolony.org/blog/cote-divoire-culture-history-food-music-cocoa
https://riascolony.org/blog/cote-divoire-culture-history-food-music-cocoa


•​ Piracy risk in nearby Gulf of Guinea waters is specifically flagged in the current U.S. advisory — 

relevant to anyone considering maritime travel, cargo shipping, or coastal activity beyond 

standard tourism. 

Sources: U.S. Embassy Abidjan Travel Advisory; Ria's Colony's Côte d'Ivoire culture feature 

(2010–2011 crisis figures). 

 

 

6.5 — Practical safety habits worth adopting 

•​ Enrol in your home country's traveller registration system (e.g. the U.S. STEP programme) so 

your embassy can reach you in an emergency. 

•​ Avoid demonstrations, political rallies and large crowds — they can turn violent with little 

warning. 

•​ Keep digital and physical copies of your passport, visa approval, and yellow fever card separate 

from the originals. 

•​ Have a personal contingency and evacuation plan, and make sure someone at home has your 

itinerary — advice the State Department gives directly, not boilerplate. 

https://ci.usembassy.gov/travel-advisory-cote-divoire-february-18-2026/


Chapter 7 — Culture, People & Identity 

This chapter is a condensed companion to our full article, “Côte d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast): Culture, 

History, Food, Music and Cocoa,” which goes far deeper into every topic below. Read the complete 

story at https://riascolony.org/blog/cote-divoire-culture-history-food-music-cocoa. 

 

7.1 — One country, more than sixty cultures 

Côte d'Ivoire is one nation politically, but there is no single ethnic tradition that represents everyone 

in it. More than sixty ethnic groups live within its borders, grouped by the 2021 census into five 

broad language-family clusters among Ivorian nationals: Akan (38%, including the Baoulé, Agni and 

Abron), Gur/Voltaic (22%, including the Senufo), Northern Mandé (22%, including the Malinké and 

Dyula), Kru (9.1%, including the Bété and Dida), and Southern Mandé (8.6%, including the 

Dan/Yacouba). 

Being Ivorian is the shared national identity that comes with citizenship, French as the official 

language, and national institutions — but it sits alongside, rather than replacing, older identities such 

as Baoulé, Senufo, Dan, Abidji or Bété. A person can be fully Ivorian and fully Baoulé, or Senufo, or 

Dan, at the same time. 

 

7.2 — Migration and the meaning of "foreign" 

The 2021 census counted about 29.4 million residents, of whom roughly 78% held Ivorian nationality 

and 22% held another West African nationality (mostly Burkinabè and Malian). But nationality and 

birthplace are two different things here: the census found that 66.9% of people classified as foreign 

nationals had actually been born in Côte d'Ivoire — a legacy of decades of state-encouraged labour 

migration into the cocoa and coffee economy. Understanding this distinction is genuinely useful 

context for the citizenship debates referenced in Chapter 3. 

 

7.3 — Religion 

According to the 2021 census, Muslims make up 42.5% of the population and Christians 39.8%, with 

12.6% reporting no religion, 2.2% classified as followers of traditional/animist belief systems, and 

0.7% other. Islam has its strongest presence in the north, linked to centuries of Sahelian trade routes; 

Christianity is more established in the south and centre, especially after the colonial period. The 

Basilica of Our Lady of Peace in Yamoussoukro — Guinness World Records' largest church by area, 

inspired by St Peter's Basilica — was commissioned by Houphouët-Boigny and completed in 1989; it 

remains one of the country's most visited landmarks, and one of its more debated ones, given the 

cost of building it during a period of economic hardship. 

https://riascolony.org/blog/cote-divoire-culture-history-food-music-cocoa


7.4 — Language 

•​ French — the official language, used in government, administration, and as a common language 

across ethnic lines. 

•​ Dioula — a Mandé trading-network language, widely used as a second common language, 

especially in the north and in commerce. 

•​ Nouchi — an Abidjan-born urban language that developed from the late 1970s–80s among 

young people, blending French with vocabulary from Dioula and other Ivorian languages; it has 

since spread nationally through music, advertising and popular culture. 

 

7.5 — Textiles and craft: two UNESCO-recognised traditions 

•​ Narrow-strip weaving — long bands of hand-loomed, dyed cotton cloth sewn together into 

wider fabric (pagne). In 2023, UNESCO inscribed the traditional loincloth-weaving skills of Côte 

d'Ivoire's Gouro, Baoulé, Malinké, Senufo, Koulango, Nafana and Abron communities on its 

Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

•​ Korhogo cloth — cotton cloth painted with figures and geometric shapes, closely associated 

with Senufo artists in northern Côte d'Ivoire; its now-familiar large figurative style largely 

developed from the 1960s onward alongside the tourist and export market, rather than being 

an unchanged ancient form. 

 

7.6 — A festival worth knowing: Dipri 

Once a year, usually in April, the Abidji people of Gomon hold Dipri — a purification and renewal 

ceremony marking the end of one cycle and the start of another, tied to Abidji oral tradition about an 

ancestor who sacrificed himself to save the community during famine. It is not a national tradition 

practised by all Ivorians; it belongs specifically to the Abidji, and is one useful example of how a 

genuinely local tradition and a national identity can coexist without one erasing the other. 

 

All figures and details in this chapter are drawn from Ria's Colony's original feature: 

https://riascolony.org/blog/cote-divoire-culture-history-food-music-cocoa, which also covers Dan 

mask traditions, the Baoulé migration story of Queen Abla Pokou, the Poro initiation system, and the 

full political history behind Ivoirité. 

https://riascolony.org/blog/cote-divoire-culture-history-food-music-cocoa


  Chapter 8 — Food & Cuisine 

Eating well in Côte d'Ivoire is not hard — it's one of the most consistently praised parts of visiting. 

These are the dishes and places you'll meet again and again. 

 

8.1 — The essentials 

 

Attiéké 

Grated, fermented cassava, pressed and steamed into light, couscous-like 
grains. UNESCO added the skills involved in producing attiéké to its 
Intangible Cultural Heritage list in 2024, tracing the tradition to Côte 
d'Ivoire's lagoon peoples. Usually served with grilled or fried fish. 

Kedjenou 
A slow-cooked stew, most often chicken, cooked in a tightly covered pot 
so the dish steams in its own juices — particularly associated with Akan 
communities including the Baoulé. 

Foutou 
Pounded plantain, yam or cassava, worked into a smooth, dense dough 
and eaten by hand with sauce — part of the wider West African fufu 
family. 

Sauce graine A rich sauce made from oil-palm fruit pulp, a classic pairing with foutou. 

Alloco Fried ripe plantain, a hugely popular street-food side. 

 

8.2 — The maquis: more than a restaurant 

A maquis is Côte d'Ivoire's signature casual eating institution — anything from plastic tables and an 

open grill to a full restaurant-bar with live music. People go for the food, but also to meet friends 

after work, spend an evening talking, and stay for music late into the night. If you want one 

instruction for your trip, it's this: eat at a maquis at least once. 

 

8.3 — Cocoa: grown here, valued elsewhere (and that's changing) 

Côte d'Ivoire produces more cocoa than any other country — about 1.681 million tonnes in the 

2024/25 season, roughly 36% of world production. Historically, most of the value in the 

cocoa-to-chocolate chain has been captured after the beans leave the farm — in processing, 

branding and retail, largely outside Côte d'Ivoire. The government has been pushing to change that: 

domestic processing capacity grew from about 826,000 tonnes in 2022 to 1.08 million tonnes in 

2025, and the share of cocoa processed domestically rose from 32% in 2022 to 42% in 2024, 

according to IMF figures cited in our full culture feature. 



Source for all figures in this chapter: Ria's Colony — Côte d'Ivoire Culture: History, Food, Music and 

Cocoa 

https://riascolony.org/blog/cote-divoire-culture-history-food-music-cocoa
https://riascolony.org/blog/cote-divoire-culture-history-food-music-cocoa


  Chapter 9 — Music, Dance & Festivals 

 

9.1 — Zouglou and coupé-décalé 

Zouglou emerged around 1990 among students at the university residence in Yopougon, Abidjan, 

turning everyday frustration — unemployment, poverty, university life — into satirical, 

percussion-driven song, often in Nouchi rather than formal French. Magic System, formed in Abidjan, 

carried zouglou to international audiences in the early 2000s and later launched FEMUA (Festival des 

Musiques Urbaines d'Anoumabo) in 2008; its 18th edition ran from 28 April to 3 May 2026, drawing 

more than 100 performing artists to its Anoumabo stage. 

Coupé-décalé emerged around 2002 among Ivorians moving between Paris and Abidjan, associated 

with the "Ivorian Jet Set" and DJ figures such as Douk Saga — fast, celebratory and dance-driven, 

arriving just as the country entered civil war, offering a deliberate contrast to a difficult national 

mood. DJ Arafat became one of its defining figures before his death in a 2019 motorcycle accident; 

tens of thousands gathered at the Félix Houphouët-Boigny Stadium for his tribute. 

 

9.2 — Football as national glue 

The Elephants have won the Africa Cup of Nations three times: 1992, 2015, and 2024 — the last 

while hosting the tournament, beating Nigeria 2-1 in the final at the Alassane Ouattara Stadium in 

Abidjan on 11 February 2024, after trailing 1-0. Football is one of the very few things that reliably 

unites Ivorians across ethnic, regional and religious lines. 

 

9.3 — Masks and mask festivals (western Côte d'Ivoire) 

In and around Man, Dan (Yacouba) mask traditions remain publicly visible today — but not every 

mask does the same job. Some are for entertainment, some historically accompanied warriors, 

others carry authority or protective functions, and access to the knowledge behind them is often 

restricted to initiated community members. Public mask festivals now bring this into view for outside 

audiences, without erasing the older, more restricted community meaning. 

Source for all figures in this chapter: Ria's Colony — Côte d'Ivoire Culture: History, Food, Music and 

Cocoa 

https://riascolony.org/blog/cote-divoire-culture-history-food-music-cocoa
https://riascolony.org/blog/cote-divoire-culture-history-food-music-cocoa


  Chapter 10 — Places to Visit 

From a UNESCO-listed colonial town to the world's largest church by area to primary rainforest with 

pygmy hippos, Côte d'Ivoire's sights are more varied than most first-time visitors expect. Below is a 

practical shortlist with rough time and cost estimates gathered from current travel guides — treat the 

dollar figures as a starting planning reference, not a quote. 

 

Place Why go / what to expect Getting there & rough cost 

Abidjan 

The country's economic and cultural engine. See La 
Pyramide (the striking inverted-pyramid business-district 
building), St Paul's Cathedral, the Grand Mosque du 
Plateau with its blue dome, the Adjamé/Dabanani market 
(the country's largest open market), and Treichville's 
nightlife. 

Main international airport is here; 
most trips start and end in the city. 

Grand-Bassam 

Côte d'Ivoire's first colonial capital (1893–1900) and a 
UNESCO World Heritage site, with a preserved colonial 
quarter, the National Costume Museum, palm-lined 
beaches, and an artists' village. 

≈ 40 minutes to 1 hour from 
Abidjan by road; a full day trip, 
including transport, food and 
entry, is commonly estimated 
around $20–30. 

Yamoussoukro 

The official political capital and Houphouët-Boigny's 
home city. Centrepiece is the Basilica of Our Lady of 
Peace, the world's largest church by area (Guinness 
World Records); also see the Presidential Palace grounds 
and Grande Mosquée. 

≈ 2–2.5 hours from Abidjan; 
day-trip transport and entry is 
commonly estimated around $30. 

Assinie-Mafia 

A beach resort area roughly 80km from Abidjan, popular 
for calm lagoon and Atlantic-facing beaches, the Dipri 
Crocodile Farm (West Africa's first animal park, opened 
1986), and the Ehotilé Islands Marine National Park 
nearby. 

≈ 1–1.5 hours from Abidjan or 45 
minutes from Grand-Bassam. 

Comoé National 
Park 

The country's largest and oldest national park, and a 
UNESCO World Heritage site — primary tropical forest 
and savanna with over 1,500 recorded plant and animal 
species, including lions, hippos, and around 280 bird 
species. 

In the northeast; a multi-day trip is 
realistic given travel time and park 
size. 

Taï National Park 
One of West Africa's last significant areas of primary 
rainforest, home to chimpanzees and pygmy hippos. 

In the far southwest, near the 
Liberian border; a serious wildlife 
trip, best arranged with a specialist 
guide. 

Man & the Tonkpi 
region 

Western hill country known for Dan mask traditions and 
public mask festivals, La Dent de Man rock formation, and 
waterfalls. 

A multi-day trip; combine with 
cultural festival calendars where 
possible. 

Banco National 
Park 

A primary urban forest inside Abidjan itself, with 
accessible hiking trails — the easy, low-cost way to get a 
taste of Ivorian rainforest without leaving the city. 

Inside Abidjan; a half-day option. 

 



Sources: Komoot — Attractions in Côte d'Ivoire; Away Africa — 23 Best Places to Visit in Cote 

d'Ivoire; Take Your Backpack — Grand-Bassam City Guide (2026); Discover Ivory Coast — 

South-Comoé attractions; My Global Viewpoint — 12 Most Beautiful Places in Côte d'Ivoire 

https://www.komoot.com/guide/233793/attractions-in-cote-d-ivoire
https://www.away.africa/23-best-places-to-visit-in-cote-divoire/
https://www.away.africa/23-best-places-to-visit-in-cote-divoire/
https://www.takeyourbackpack.com/backpacking-in-cote-divoire/visit-grand-bassam/
https://discover-ivorycoast.com/the-sud-comoe-region/
https://discover-ivorycoast.com/the-sud-comoe-region/
https://www.myglobalviewpoint.com/most-beautiful-places-in-cote-divoire/


  Chapter 11 — Practical Travel & Living Tips 

 

11.1 — Getting around 

•​ Félix Houphouët-Boigny International Airport (Abidjan) is the main international gateway; 

domestic and regional travel typically routes through the capital. 

•​ Shared taxis, woro-woro (shared local taxis) and app-based ride-hailing operate in Abidjan; 

intercity travel commonly relies on bush taxis and coach services for longer routes such as 

Abidjan–Yamoussoukro–Man. 

 

11.2 — Money & connectivity 

•​ Carry some XOF cash for markets, maquis and smaller towns; cards and mobile money work 

well in central Abidjan hotels and larger retailers. 

•​ Mobile data coverage is strong in major cities and weaker in rural and northern areas — plan 

connectivity accordingly if you're relying on digital visa documents or translation apps. 

 

11.3 — Dress, etiquette & social norms 

•​ Greetings matter — a warm, unhurried greeting before getting to business (even a quick 

transaction) is culturally expected and appreciated. 

•​ Modest dress is generally appropriate outside beach resorts, particularly in the more 

conservative north; loose, breathable clothing also simply works better in the heat. 

•​ French is the practical working language for almost any official interaction; a few words of 

Dioula or Nouchi go a long way socially but are not a substitute for French in formal settings. 

 

11.4 — Climate & best time to visit 

 

Coastal south (incl. Abidjan) 
Tropical climate with three broad seasons — a warm, dry period 
(Nov–Mar), a hot, dry period (Mar–May), and a hot, wet period 
(Jun–Oct). 

Far north Semi-arid, with a more pronounced single dry season. 

Best general window for travel 
The November–April dry season is widely recommended for comfortable 
sightseeing, particularly for the Grand-Bassam and Yamoussoukro day 
trips described in Chapter 10. 

Source: CIA-derived travel facts sheet 

https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/about/archives/2022/countries/cote-divoire/travel-facts


  Sources & Further Reading 

Every figure, fee and claim in this guide traces back to one of the sources below, grouped here in one 

place so you can verify or dig deeper. Government and official sources were prioritised wherever 

available; independent relocation, cost-of-living and travel-advisory publishers filled the gaps official 

pages don't cover, and are flagged as such throughout the guide. 

 

1.​ SNEDAI — Official e-Visa portal — https://snedai.com/e-visa/ 

2.​ SNEDAI — Visa Biométrique FAQ — https://snedai.com/faq-visa-biometrique/ 

3.​ SNEDAI — Visa en Ambassade — https://snedai.com/visaenambassade/ 

4.​ Wikipedia — Visa policy of Ivory Coast — 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visa_policy_of_Ivory_Coast 

5.​ Visa Atlas — Côte d'Ivoire eVisa guide — https://visaatlas.org/visas/cote-divoire/evisa 

6.​ VisaEntrée — Guide visa Côte d'Ivoire pour Français (2026) — 

https://visaentree.fr/visa-cote-d-ivoire/ 

7.​ African Development Bank — Health information (yellow fever) — 

https://am.afdb.org/en/2025-annual-meetings/your-stay/health-information 

8.​ U.S. Department of State — Côte d'Ivoire travel information — 

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Info

rmation-Pages/CotedIvoire.html 

9.​ NaTHNaC / TravelHealthPro — Côte d'Ivoire — 

https://travelhealthpro.org.uk/country/112/cote-divoire-ivory-coast 

10.​ Passport Health — Travel Vaccines and Advice for Côte d'Ivoire — 

https://www.passporthealthusa.com/destination-advice/cote-divoire/ 

11.​ ONECI — Carte de Résident, documents to provide — 

https://www.oneci.ci/nos-produits/carte-resident/documents-a-fournir 

12.​ ONECI — Official Carte de Résident applicant centre, Abidjan — https://carte-resident.ci/ 

13.​ Anywr Group — Living and working in Côte d'Ivoire: the Carte de Résident — 

https://www.anywr-group.com/blog/carte-resident-ivoirien 

14.​ Firmus Advisory — How to Obtain a Residence Card in Côte d'Ivoire — 

https://firmusadvisory.com/residence-card-cote-divoire-oneci/ 

15.​ Expat.com forum — Carte de Résident fee and process report — 

https://www.expat.com/forum/viewtopic.php?id=1038695 

16.​ U.S. Department of State — Investment Climate Statement, Côte d'Ivoire — 

https://www.state.gov/report/custom/ad3f426368/ 

17.​ GUCE / CEPICI — Single Window for Foreign Trade — https://guce.gouv.ci/cepici?lang=en 

18.​ U.S. Commercial Service — Côte d'Ivoire Country Commercial Guide — 

https://www.trade.gov/country-commercial-guides/cote-divoire-distribution-sales-channels 

https://snedai.com/e-visa/
https://snedai.com/faq-visa-biometrique/
https://snedai.com/visaenambassade/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visa_policy_of_Ivory_Coast
https://visaatlas.org/visas/cote-divoire/evisa
https://visaentree.fr/visa-cote-d-ivoire/
https://am.afdb.org/en/2025-annual-meetings/your-stay/health-information
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/CotedIvoire.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/CotedIvoire.html
https://travelhealthpro.org.uk/country/112/cote-divoire-ivory-coast
https://www.passporthealthusa.com/destination-advice/cote-divoire/
https://www.oneci.ci/nos-produits/carte-resident/documents-a-fournir
https://carte-resident.ci/
https://www.anywr-group.com/blog/carte-resident-ivoirien
https://firmusadvisory.com/residence-card-cote-divoire-oneci/
https://www.expat.com/forum/viewtopic.php?id=1038695
https://www.state.gov/report/custom/ad3f426368/
https://guce.gouv.ci/cepici?lang=en
https://www.trade.gov/country-commercial-guides/cote-divoire-distribution-sales-channels


19.​ Firmus Advisory — Business Registration in Ivory Coast — 

https://firmusadvisory.com/business-registration-in-ivory-coast-a-step-by-step-guide/ 

20.​ Elidge — Company Registration in Ivory Coast — 

https://www.elidge.com/company-registration-in-ivory-coast/ 

21.​ GRO Consult — Setting Up a Subsidiary in the Ivory Coast (2026) — 

https://groconsult.com/setting-up-a-subsidiary-in-the-ivory-coast/ 

22.​ Britannica — Côte d'Ivoire: Constitution, Politics, Governance — 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Cote-dIvoire/Constitutional-framework 

23.​ Wikipedia — National Assembly (Ivory Coast) — 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Assembly_(Ivory_Coast) 

24.​ Wikipedia — List of heads of government of Ivory Coast — 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_heads_of_government_of_Ivory_Coast 

25.​ Africanews — Robert Beugré Mambé reappointed as prime minister — 

https://www.africanews.com/2026/01/21/ivory-coast-robert-beugre-mambe-reappointed-as-pr

ime-minister/ 

26.​ Ecofin Agency — Ivory Coast reappoints Robert Beugré Mambé as PM — 

https://www.ecofinagency.com/appointments/2201-52150-ivory-coast-reappoints-robert-beugr

e-mambe-as-prime-minister 

27.​ U.S. Embassy in Côte d'Ivoire — Travel Advisory, 18 February 2026 — 

https://ci.usembassy.gov/travel-advisory-cote-divoire-february-18-2026/ 

28.​ Travel and Tour World — Côte d'Ivoire Travel Advisory 2026 — 

https://www.travelandtourworld.com/news/article/cote-divoire-travel-advisory-2026-u-s-warns

-of-northern-border-risks-and-coastal-piracy/ 

29.​ Wise — Cost of Living in Abidjan (2026) — 

https://wise.com/us/cost-of-living/ivory-coast/abidjan 

30.​ WorldCostOfLiving — Abidjan (2026) — 

https://www.worldcostofliving.com/city/abidjan-ivory-coast 

31.​ CityCost.org — Abidjan — https://citycost.org/abidjan/ 

32.​ Nomad Watch — Abidjan cost of living — https://nomad.watch/cities/CI/abidjan/costs 

33.​ The Africanvestor — Abidjan Expat Guide (2026) — 

https://theafricanvestor.com/blogs/news/abidjan-expat-guide 

34.​ Numbeo — Cost of Living in Abidjan — 

https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/in/Abidjan 

35.​ World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) — Côte d'Ivoire information sheet — 

https://rr-africa.woah.org/en/information-sheet-cote-divoire/ 

36.​ Komoot — Attractions in Côte d'Ivoire — 

https://www.komoot.com/guide/233793/attractions-in-cote-d-ivoire 

37.​ Away Africa — 23 Best Places to Visit in Cote d'Ivoire — 

https://www.away.africa/23-best-places-to-visit-in-cote-divoire/ 
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38.​ Take Your Backpack — Grand-Bassam City Guide (2026) — 

https://www.takeyourbackpack.com/backpacking-in-cote-divoire/visit-grand-bassam/ 

39.​ Discover Ivory Coast — South-Comoé region attractions — 

https://discover-ivorycoast.com/the-sud-comoe-region/ 

40.​ My Global Viewpoint — 12 Most Beautiful Places in Côte d'Ivoire — 

https://www.myglobalviewpoint.com/most-beautiful-places-in-cote-divoire/ 

41.​ CIA-derived travel facts sheet — Côte d'Ivoire — 

https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/about/archives/2022/countries/cote-divoire/travel-fa

cts 

42.​ Ria's Colony — Côte d'Ivoire Culture: History, Food, Music and Cocoa — 

https://riascolony.org/blog/cote-divoire-culture-history-food-music-cocoa 

43.​ Ria's Colony — About us — https://riascolony.org/about 
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  Join the Colony 

 

This guide is one country in a series covering all 54. If Côte d'Ivoire is one stop on a wider journey 

across the continent — as a traveller, a business, or simply a curious reader — the rest of the series 

and Ria's Colony's other resources are built for exactly that. 

 

KEEP EXPLORING 

Read the full culture feature this guide is based on: 

https://riascolony.org/blog/cote-divoire-culture-history-food-music-cocoa 

Browse the whole series, “Exploring the Cultures of Africa: 54 Countries, One Continent”: 

riascolony.org/blog/series/africa-culture-series-54-countries 

Explore travel information and destination support through Aerial View: 

riascolony.org/products/aerial-view 

Explore market-entry and business support through Aerial Connect: 

riascolony.org/products/aerial-connect 

Start a conversation with the team: riascolony.org/inquire 

 

For the life you are becoming. 

https://riascolony.org/blog/cote-divoire-culture-history-food-music-cocoa
https://riascolony.org/blog/series/africa-culture-series-54-countries
https://riascolony.org/products/aerial-view
https://riascolony.org/products/aerial-connect
https://riascolony.org/inquire

	Table of Contents 
	  About Ria's Colony 
	What we commit to 
	What Ria's Colony is not 

	How to Use This Guide — and a Few Honest Notes 
	  Chapter 1 — Côte d'Ivoire at a Glance 
	Chapter 2 — Getting In: Visas, Entry & Health Requirements 
	2.1 — Who needs a visa 
	2.2 — The official e-Visa (SNEDAI) 
	2.4 — Yellow fever: the one mandatory vaccine 
	2.5 — Other recommended health precautions 

	  Chapter 3 — Government & Political System 
	3.1 — Who holds power right now 
	3.2 — The political backstory worth knowing before you go 

	Chapter 4 — Relocating to Côte d'Ivoire: Residency, Work & Business 
	4.1 — ECOWAS nationals: the fast lane 
	4.2 — Everyone else: the Carte de Résident (Resident Card) 
	Step-by-step 
	What it costs (reported figures, XOF) 

	4.3 — Moving for work: what employers and workers need to know 
	4.4 — Moving for business: CEPICI and company registration 
	4.5 — Banking, housing and daily-life basics once you land 

	Chapter 5 — Cost of Living & Money Estimates 
	5.1 — Monthly budget ranges, by lifestyle 
	5.2 — Rent, in the centre vs outside it 
	5.3 — Currency basics 

	Chapter 6 — Safety, Health & The Honest Picture: Good, Bad, Ugly 
	6.1 — Official travel advisory 
	6.2 — The Good 
	6.3 — The Bad 
	6.4 — The Ugly 
	6.5 — Practical safety habits worth adopting 

	Chapter 7 — Culture, People & Identity 
	7.1 — One country, more than sixty cultures 
	7.2 — Migration and the meaning of "foreign" 
	7.3 — Religion 
	7.4 — Language 
	7.5 — Textiles and craft: two UNESCO-recognised traditions 
	7.6 — A festival worth knowing: Dipri 

	  Chapter 8 — Food & Cuisine 
	8.1 — The essentials 
	 
	8.2 — The maquis: more than a restaurant 
	8.3 — Cocoa: grown here, valued elsewhere (and that's changing) 

	  Chapter 9 — Music, Dance & Festivals 
	9.1 — Zouglou and coupé-décalé 
	9.2 — Football as national glue 
	9.3 — Masks and mask festivals (western Côte d'Ivoire) 

	  Chapter 10 — Places to Visit 
	  Chapter 11 — Practical Travel & Living Tips 
	11.1 — Getting around 
	11.2 — Money & connectivity 
	11.3 — Dress, etiquette & social norms 
	11.4 — Climate & best time to visit 

	  Sources & Further Reading 
	  Join the Colony 

