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Before You Read On

A note from Ria's Colony

Mali is currently rated Level 4 — Do Not Travel by the U.S. State Department, and the UK Foreign, Commonwealth &
Development Office advises against all travel to the country. This guide gives you the complete picture — the culture,
the history, the process — but we are not going to sugarcoat the security and political reality. You'll find the good, the
bad, and the ugly laid out honestly in the sections ahead, with sources you can check yourself.

This guide is for understanding Mali — its culture, its systems, and what relocating, working, or travelling there
actually involves on paper. It is not a substitute for professional immigration, legal, medical, or security advice, and it is
not an endorsement to travel against official government advisories. Always check the live advisory from your own
government before making any decision.

Every fact in this guide is sourced. Where a policy, price, or status could change (visa fees, advisory levels, political
appointments), we've noted the date it was verified and linked the primary source directly, so you can check for the
latest update yourself before you act on anything here.



About Ria's Colony

Africa is one continent. Moving across it should be easier.

Ria's Colony is a trade and tourism company that helps people understand other African countries, travel
between them, and do business across their markets — because right now, all three of those things are often
harder than they should be.

Why We Exist

People across Africa still know surprisingly little about many other parts of the continent. There are
businesses that could be selling into markets they've never considered. Travellers who could be visiting
places they know almost nothing about. Destinations and hospitality businesses that could be reaching
people who would genuinely value what they have to offer.

The opportunities are there. Finding the right information, people, and way in is often the harder part — and
that's the gap Ria's Colony works across, using media, travel information, learning, research, business
development, and connections.

What We Commit To
01 - Equip Practical courses and resources that help people build useful skills and
participate confidently in opportunities across Africa. (Style Vault)
02 - Reflect Original stories that help people understand Africa's countries, cultures,
economies, and the issues that matter there. (Style Mirror)
03 : Explore Travel information, destination stories, and selected experiences that
help people know what to expect before they go. (Aerial View)
04 - Connect Helping businesses enter and expand across African markets, connected
with the customers, partners, and local knowledge they need. (Aerial
Connect)
Our Values

e Curiosity — better understanding always begins with better questions.

o Courage — growth often starts with one brave decision.

e Care — we respect people's stories, cultures, trust, and time.

e Integrity — trust is earned through honesty, consistency, and keeping our word.
e Belonging — community is not something we add. It is who we are.

e Joy — learning should inspire, stories should move us, and travel should excite us.



Who This Guide Is For

Travellers planning a trip and wanting the real picture before they go. Businesses and researchers trying to
understand Mali as a market. Diaspora members, NGO and mission staff, and anyone exploring relocation,
work, or long-term stay. Readers who simply want to understand what's happening in Mali beyond the

headlines.

Adapted from riascolony.org/about — the full page covers our mission, vision, and purpose in more detail.

Mali at a Glance

Official name

Capital

Government

Population
Area

Official / national languages

Currency

Religion

Borders

Regional status

Time zone
Calling code

Emergency numbers

UNESCO World Heritage Sites

Sources: CIA World Factbook — Mali

Republic of Mali (République du Mali)

Bamako — Mali's largest city and administrative centre, on the Niger
River

Transitional military government; presidential mandate extended to a
renewable five-year term from 2025 under General Assimi Goita

=~ 22.6 million (2025 estimate, CIA World Factbook)
1,240,192 km? — landlocked, the 8th-largest country in Africa

French is the working language; Bambara, Fula, Tamasheq, Songhai,
Dogon, and other national languages hold official status under the 2023
constitution

West African CFA franc (XOF), fixed at 1 EUR = 655.957 XOF

Majority Sunni Muslim (Maliki school), with Sufi brotherhoods (Tijaniyya,
Qadiriyya) influential; Christian and traditional/animist minorities

Algeria, Niger, Burkina Faso, Cote d'lvoire, Guinea, Senegal, Mauritania

Formally withdrew from ECOWAS on 29 January 2025; founding member
of the Alliance of Sahel States (AES) with Burkina Faso and Niger

GMT+0, no daylight saving
+223
17 (Police), 15 (Fire), 18 (Medical) — operators generally speak French

Timbuktu; Old Towns of Djenné; Tomb of Askia (Gao); Cliffs of Bandiagara
(Land of the Dogons)

Source: West African CFA Franc — Wikipedia / BCEAQ
Source: Ria's Colony — What Does It Mean to Leave ECOWAS?



https://theworldfactbook.org/country/mali.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_African_CFA_franc
https://riascolony.org/blog/what-does-it-mean-to-leave-ecowas

Government & Political Situation

Mali is currently governed by a military transitional authority. Understanding this matters for anyone
travelling, relocating, or doing business there, because it shapes everything from visa policy to how long you
can expect a bureaucratic process to take.

How Mali got here

Mali experienced two coups in quick succession: one in August 2020, which removed elected President
Ibrahim Boubacar Keita, and a second in May 2021, which consolidated power under Colonel (later General)
Assimi Goita. Elections originally promised for February 2022 were repeatedly postponed.

Where things stand now

e In April-May 2025, a national political conference recommended that General Goita be installed as
president for a renewable five-year term beginning in 2025, and that all political parties be dissolved.

e On 13 May 2025, Mali's transitional authorities formally dissolved all political parties and organisations
of a political character, and banned meetings of political groups — a decision that triggered rare public
protests in Bamako.

e InJune 2025, Mali's Council of Ministers adopted a bill revising the Transition Charter to grant Goita a
five-year, renewable presidential mandate, aligning Mali with Niger and Burkina Faso, whose juntas have
taken similar steps.

o Mali has also withdrawn from the International Criminal Court and from the Organisation internationale
de la Francophonie (announced March 2025), and has shifted its security partnerships away from France
and the United States toward Russia (including Africa Corps), Turkey, China, and Gulf states.

Leaving ECOWAS: what actually changed

Mali, Burkina Faso, and Niger jointly announced their withdrawal from the Economic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS) on 28 January 2024. Under ECOWAS's treaty, withdrawal requires one year's notice,
so the exit became legally effective on 29 January 2025. The three countries have since built their own bloc,
the Alliance of Sahel States (AES), founded as a mutual-defence pact in September 2023 and upgraded to a
full confederation in July 2024, complete with a joint 5,000-strong unified force launched in December 2025.

What this means in practice

ECOWAS instructed its remaining members to continue treating citizens of Mali, Burkina Faso, and Niger as
visa-free for movement, residence, and establishment "until further notice," and to keep recognising their
ECOWAS-logo passports and ID cards — so nothing changed overnight for ordinary travellers.

All three countries still use the CFA franc; there is no AES currency yet, though one has been discussed.

The long-term picture is unresolved: ECOWAS has said its door remains open, but AES is actively building parallel
institutions (media, military, and eventually possibly currency) of its own.

Sources: Ria's Colony — What Does It Mean to Leave ECOWAS?

Source: CIVICUS Lens — Mali's Blocked Transition

Source: Al Jazeera — Mali's military government suspends political parties' activities

Source: AllAfrica — Mali's Return to Democracy Suffers New Blow



https://riascolony.org/blog/what-does-it-mean-to-leave-ecowas
https://lens.civicus.org/malis-blocked-transition/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/5/7/malis-military-government-suspends-political-parties-activities
https://allafrica.com/stories/202505060036.html

Safety & Travel Advisory

Do Not Travel — Level 4

As of the most recent update (8 June 2026), the U.S. Department of State rates Mali at Level 4: Do Not Travel —
its highest risk category — citing crime, terrorism, kidnapping, civil unrest, and health risks. The UK Foreign,
Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO) advises against all travel to Mali as a whole.

This is not a formality. On 30 October 2025, the State Department ordered non-emergency U.S. Embassy
staff and their families to leave the country due to safety risks. That "ordered departure" status was lifted on
9 January 2026 and the embassy resumed normal staffing, but the underlying Level 4 advisory was not
downgraded — it remains in force. U.S. government personnel still stationed in Mali are not permitted to
travel outside Bamako.

What the advisory flags specifically (the "C-T-K-U-H" risk indicators)

Crime Elevated rates of armed robbery, carjacking, and violent crime, particularly after dark
and outside the capital.

Terrorism Active jihadist insurgency, including groups such as JNIM (linked to al-Qaeda), which
has carried out attacks even in Bamako — including a significant attack on the capital
in September 2024.

Kidnapping One of the highest-rated risks in the advisory; foreigners, including aid workers and
journalists, have been targeted for kidnap-for-ransom in the past decade.

Unrest Political instability following back-to-back coups, dissolved political parties, and
periodic protests.

Health Limited healthcare infrastructure outside Bamako; malaria risk nationwide; periodic
disease outbreaks.

Where the risk is concentrated



Northern and central Mali — including the regions around Timbuktu, Gao, Kidal, and much of the Mopti
region (where the Dogon Country and Bandiagara Escarpment lie) — carry the most severe risk from armed
groups and intercommunal violence. Bamako is comparatively more monitored but is not risk-free, as shown
by the September 2024 attack on the capital's Sénou airport and a police academy.

Practical guidance if you still intend to travel
Register with your embassy's travel programme (e.g., the U.S. STEP programme) before you go.
Avoid predictable routines, keep a low profile, and vary routes and timing.

Agree a proof-of-life protocol with someone at home in case of kidnapping, and identify an emergency point of
contact.

Purchase travel insurance that explicitly covers travel to a Level 4 / "advise against all travel" destination —
many standard policies exclude it, and travelling against your government's advisory can itself void coverage.

Do not travel outside Bamako without specialist local security guidance, and reconsider travel to the Mopti,
Ségou, Timbuktu, Gao, Kidal, and Ménaka regions altogether.

Sources: U.S. Embassy in Mali — Travel Advisory, 8 June 2026

Source: Travel.State.gov — Mali Travel Advisory

Source: U.S. Embassy in Mali — Termination of Ordered Departure, 9 January 2026

Source: OSAC — Mali Country Security Report



https://ml.usembassy.gov/travel-advisory-u-s-embassy-bamako-june-8-2026/
https://travel.state.gov/en/international-travel/travel-advisories/destination.mli.html
https://ml.usembassy.gov/travel-advisory-update-termination-of-ordered-departure-for-u-s-mission-bamako-mali-january-9-2026/
https://www.osac.gov/Country/Mali/Content/Detail/Report/8492c8e0-1053-4df4-9624-291d436102bd

Entry & Visa Routes for Tourism

Mali's visa policy is not one-size-fits-all — it depends heavily on your nationality, and, as of 2026, your
government's diplomatic relationship with Mali. Below is the general framework, followed by the specific
routes.

Important 2026 update — U.S. citizens

As of 1 January 2026, the Malian government suspended visa issuance to U.S. citizens, in a reciprocal response
to U.S. entry restrictions. If you hold a U.S. passport, check directly with the Malian Embassy or the U.S. Embassy
in Bamako before making any plans — this status can change with little notice.

Who needs a visa

Nationals of ECOWAS member states, plus Algeria, Cameroon, Andorra, Monaco, Gambia, Morocco,
Mauritania, Tunisia, and Hong Kong, can enter with a valid national ID card or passport alone (no visa). Mali
maintains its temporary arrangement of continuing to recognise citizens of Burkina Faso and Niger (also
outside ECOWAS since January 2025) on the same visa-free basis. Nationals of essentially every other
country need a visa — either issued in advance by a Malian embassy/consulate, an e-visa where available, or
(for many nationalities, especially during tourist season) a short "admission visa" issued on arrival.

The three main routes

Visa d'admission (on arrival) Issued directly at the airport or land border for many 5 days, extendable to
nationalities. Valid 5 days by default, extended to 1 30 in high season
month during tourist season — must be converted to a
full visa or exited before it lapses.

Visa d'entrée simple Applied for at a Malian embassy or consulate in your 1-3 months
(single-entry, in advance) country of residence, or directly with Mali's Direction
Générale de la Police once in-country.

Visa d'entrée multiple / long Only issued inside Mali by the Direction des Polices et des =~ 6 months to 5 years
séjour Frontieres, and only to applicants who already hold at

least one single-entry visa. Used for longer stays,

business, or as a step toward residency.



Fees (representative — always confirm with the embassy issuing your visa)

N T

Tourist visa, 3-month single entry
Tourist visa, 3-month multiple entry
Tourist visa, 6-month multiple entry

U.S. citizens (all categories, when issuance is open)

Standard embassy consular fee cited by other missions

Documents typically required

~ $80 USD
~$110 USD
~ $200 USD

$185 USD, cash/money order/cashier's cheque only —
non-refundable

= $50-$99 USD depending on processing speed and service
provider

e Passport valid at least 6 months beyond your planned entry date, with at least 2 blank visa pages

e Completed visa application form and passport photo(s)

e Proof of onward/return travel

e Hotel reservation or a formal invitation letter

e International Certificate of Vaccination showing a yellow fever vaccine (see Health section — thisis a

hard requirement, not optional)

e For business visas: a company mission statement confirming purpose and dates of travel

Processing time & practical notes

Applying 3—-6 weeks ahead is the safe rule of thumb; embassies commonly quote 7-14 business days once
your file is complete, longer if documents need translation or verification. Several Malian diplomatic
missions close on Wednesdays, which can extend turnaround. Because Mali's own administrative capacity
has been strained by the political transition, build in buffer time and always confirm current requirements

directly with the nearest embassy or consulate rather than relying solely on third-party visa agencies.

The honest read on tourism visas right now

you whether to go.

Getting a visa on paper is, for most nationalities, still a fairly conventional West African consular process. The
harder question isn't whether you can get a visa — it's whether the Level 4 "Do Not Travel" advisory (see the
Safety section) means you should use it. Ria's Colony's role here is to give you the accurate process, not to tell

Sources: eRegulations Mali — Titres de séjour (Official portal)

Source: Erance Diplomatie — Mali, Entré

Source: Embassy of the Republic of Mali in the USA — Visas

Source: VisaRun — Mali visa policy note on 2026 U.S. suspension



https://mali.eregulations.org/menu/56?l=fr
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/information-par-pays/mali/conseils-aux-voyageurs-entree-sejour
https://maliembassy.us/visas/
https://visarun.ai/knowledge-base/mali

Health, Vaccination & Insurance

Yellow fever vaccination is mandatory

Under International Health Regulations, Mali requires proof of yellow fever vaccination from every arriving
traveller aged 9 months or older, regardless of which country you're arriving from. This is enforced via the
International Certificate of Vaccination or Prophylaxis (the "yellow card"). A single dose is considered valid for life
— no booster is required after 10 years.

Recommended (not just required)

e Routine vaccines up to date: MMR, diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis, varicella, polio, and your annual flu
shot

e Hepatitis A and Typhoid — recommended for most travellers given food and water exposure

e Hepatitis B — recommended for longer stays or those who may need medical care locally

e Meningococcal (ACWY) — Mali sits within the African meningitis belt

® Rabies — consider if you'll be in rural areas, working with animals, or on an extended stay

e Malaria prophylaxis — malaria (predominantly P. falciparum) is present countrywide; discuss an
antimalarial regimen with a travel health provider

Before you fly

See a travel health professional 4—6 weeks before departure. Carry your yellow fever certificate with your
passport at all times — officers at Bamako-Sénou airport check it on arrival, and travellers without it can be

vaccinated on the spot, quarantined, or denied entry.

On the ground

Healthcare infrastructure is concentrated in Bamako and thin elsewhere; serious medical issues outside the
capital typically require evacuation. Comprehensive travel insurance that includes medical evacuation
coverage is essential — and given Mali's Level 4 status, confirm explicitly that your policy doesn't exclude "do

not travel" destinations before you buy it.

Sources: CDC Yellow Book — Yellow Fever & Malaria Prevention by Country: Mali

Source: NaTHNaC (UK) — Mali Country Health Information

Source: Africa CDC — Yellow Fever entry-requirement list



https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/yellowbook/2024/preparing/yellow-fever-vaccine-malaria-prevention-by-country/mali
https://travelhealthpro.org.uk/country/140/mali
https://africacdc.org/disease/yellow-fever/

Relocation, Work & Residency

Moving to Mali for work, business, or a longer stay follows a distinct process from tourism, and it runs
through two separate government bodies: immigration/police for your residency status, and the Ministry of
Labour for the right to work.

The long-stay pathway, step by step

1. Secure your Visa de Long Séjour (long-stay visa) from a Malian diplomatic mission in your home
country before you travel — this is the entry document that makes everything after it possible.

2. If you're moving for employment, your Malian employer applies for your Permis de Travail (work
permit) with the Ministry of Labour. This permit is employer-tied: changing jobs means starting the
process again.

3. Within 30 days of arrival, apply for your Carte de Séjour (residence card) at the Direction Générale de
la Police. This is the document that actually authorises you to remain in the country beyond your visa's
initial window.

4. Both the work permit and the residence card must be renewed annually. Employers are advised to
start renewal paperwork at least 60 days before expiry, and to notify the Ministry of Labour within 30
days if employment ends before the permit's expiry date.

What it costs

Consular fee for a basic residence-permit registration =~ 200 XOF (roughly $0.30) — a nominal municipal
registration fee cited for the temporary residence
step

Professional / legal service fees (typical for employer-sponsored = $500-51,500 USD
permits)

Total estimated first-year employer cost (work permit + $1,000-$3,000 USD
residence card, excluding security/relocation logistics)

Employer social security contribution = 24% of gross salary

Employee social security contribution = 3.5% of gross salary

Who is moving to Mali, and why

In practice, foreign residency in Mali is concentrated in three groups: employees of mining companies (gold
is Mali's largest foreign-exchange earner and its largest single draw for skilled foreign labour), staff of
international NGOs and UN agencies working on humanitarian and development programmes, and
diplomatic or security personnel. Independent relocation for lifestyle reasons is uncommon at present,
largely because of the security and advisory picture covered earlier in this guide.



Dual citizenship & long-term status

Malian law permits dual citizenship, which simplifies matters for people of Malian descent who hold a second
nationality. Full permanent residency generally expects a substantial period of continuous, lawful residence
(commonly cited around 10 years), a clean record, and demonstrated integration — this is the kind of detail
worth verifying with immigration counsel or the relevant consulate rather than taking as fixed, since procedures
can be revised.

Sources: eRegulations Mali — official residence-permit portal

Source: RemotePeople — Mali Work Visa: Steps & Requirements



https://mali.eregulations.org/menu/56?l=fr
https://remotepeople.com/countries/mali/employer-of-record/work-visa-permit/

Money, Currency & Cost Estimates

The currency

Mali uses the West African CFA franc (XOF), shared with seven other countries in the West African Economic
and Monetary Union (WAEMU): Benin, Burkina Faso, Cote d'lvoire, Guinea-Bissau, Niger, Senegal, and Togo.
The XOF is fixed to the euro at exactly 1 EUR = 655.957 XOF, a peg guaranteed by the French Treasury since
1999. It is not pegged to, and moves against, the US dollar and other currencies as the euro does. Leaving
ECOWAS in January 2025 did not remove Mali from this monetary union — that membership is governed
separately — though the Alliance of Sahel States has discussed (but not launched) a common currency of its
own.

Practical money tips

e Cash is king outside upmarket hotels in Bamako; card acceptance is limited

e Euros are the easiest foreign currency to exchange, given the peg; US dollars and other currencies are
exchangeable in Bamako but at less favourable rates

e ATMs exist in Bamako (major banks: BDM, BIM, Ecobank) but are unreliable outside the capital — carry
sufficient cash for travel beyond the city

e Bring an emergency cash reserve in small denominations; larger notes can be hard to break in markets

Cost estimates (for planning only — verify current prices before booking)

Return international flight to Bamako (Europe) $700-5$1,400 USD, depending on season and carrier
Tourist visa (single-entry, 3 months) $80-S99 USD

Mid-range Bamako hotel, per night $60-$150 USD

Budget guesthouse, per night $15-$35 USD

Street/local meal $2-S5 USD

Mid-range restaurant meal (Bamako) $10-$25 USD

Local SIM card with data $5-$15 USD

Private driver/guide, per day $40-$100 USD, negotiable and region-dependent
Comprehensive travel insurance (Level-4-inclusive policy) Varies widely — obtain a specific quote; standard

policies often exclude "do not travel" destinations

These figures are broad planning estimates compiled from general West African travel-cost benchmarks and visa-agency fee
disclosures, not official price lists — always confirm current pricing directly with airlines, hotels, and the relevant consulate before
committing.



Getting There & Getting Around

Arrival

Almost all international travel to Mali routes through Bamako—Sénou International Airport (BKO), the
country's principal gateway. There are no direct flights from the United States; most itineraries connect
through Europe (Paris, Brussels) or regional hubs elsewhere in West Africa (Abidjan, Dakar, Casablanca).

On arrival

Expect a straightforward but methodical process: health screening (including infrared temperature checks),
passport and visa/yellow-card inspection, and an arrival stub attached to your passport. Immigration
processing moves faster when your documents — passport, visa printout, and vaccination card — are ready
to hand over together.

Moving around the country

Given the Level 4 advisory

U.S. government personnel are themselves restricted from travelling outside Bamako. For independent travellers,
road travel between cities carries materially higher risk than moving within Bamako, particularly toward the north
and centre (Mopti, Timbuktu, Gao, Kidal, Ménaka). Domestic flights, where operating, reduce road exposure for
trips that must be made outside the capital — but always take current, on-the-ground security guidance over
anything printed in a guide, including this one.

Sources: U.S. Embassy in Mali — Travel Advisory



https://ml.usembassy.gov/travel-advisory-u-s-embassy-bamako-june-8-2026/

Culture: The Country That Remembers Out Loud

Mali's culture is, in many ways, a story about memory — how it's kept, who keeps it, and how many different
ways a people can find to make sure nothing important gets lost. This section is a condensed overview; the
full feature, with far more depth on the jeli tradition, the Mali Empire, and Timbuktu's manuscripts, lives on
the Ria's Colony blog.

The jeli tradition

At the heart of Mande culture is the jeli (sometimes called griot): a hereditary role combining musician,
storyteller, praise-singer, genealogist, and adviser. Jeli families have, for centuries, preserved genealogies,
historical narratives, and political histories through oral performance passed from generation to generation
— most famously the Sunjata Epic, the story of Sundiata Keita, the 13th-century founder traditionally
associated with the Mali Empire.

An empire that ran on gold, salt, and scholarship

The Mali Empire rose in the 13th century and became one of the dominant powers in West Africa, built on
trans-Saharan trade routes carrying gold north and salt south. Its most famous ruler, Mansa Musa, became
legendary after his 1324 pilgrimage to Mecca, during which medieval accounts describe him distributing
such vast quantities of gold in Cairo that its value reportedly fell for years. He appears on the 1375 Catalan
Atlas holding a golden orb — one of the clearest signs of how far Mali's reputation for wealth travelled.

Under Mali and later the Songhai Empire, Timbuktu became a major centre of Islamic scholarship, home to
mosques, madrasas, and hundreds of thousands of manuscripts covering law, theology, medicine,
astronomy, and poetry. When armed groups took control of Timbuktu in 2012, residents and librarians
smuggled an estimated 300,000 manuscripts out of the city to safety in Bamako, often at real personal risk
— the same instinct that has kept the jeli tradition alive for centuries, this time aimed at paper instead of
memory.

Peoples and languages

Mali is home to many peoples: the Bambara (Bamanan), the country's largest ethnic group, whose language
is widely spoken as a common tongue across ethnic lines; the Fulani (Peul/Fula), historically associated with
cattle herding but also farmers, traders, and scholars; the Songhai and Bozo along the Niger River; the
Dogon, known for distinctive architecture, language, and religious tradition around the Bandiagara
Escarpment; and the Tuareg and Moor communities of the north, linked linguistically to North Africa's
Amazigh peoples.



Religion

Islam is Mali's majority religion, predominantly Sunni and historically Maliki in legal tradition, with Sufi
brotherhoods (notably the Tijaniyya and Qadiriyya) playing an important role in religious life. In some
communities, older traditions continue alongside Islam — the Dogon's beliefs involving the creator figure
Amma and the Nommo are a well-documented example, though Dogon religious life is diverse and has been

interpreted differently by different researchers.

Music, textiles, and craft

® The kora (a 21-string bridge harp) and ngoni (a plucked lute, an ancestor of the American banjo) are the

signature instruments of Mande jeli music.

e Ali Farka Touré brought Malian guitar music to a global audience by playing in a style widely compared
to American Delta blues — a connection scholars trace to shared West African musical roots carried

across the Atlantic.

e Bogolan ("mud cloth") is one of Mali's best-known textiles, made using plant dyes and fermented mud
to create geometric patterns, some of which carry meanings tied to proverbs or events.

e Dogon wood carving — doors, granary shutters, ceremonial masks — is prized internationally, though
many pieces raise ongoing questions about how and when they left Mali.

Festivals worth knowing

Tabaski (Eid al-Adha)
Eid al-Fitr
Crépissage of the Great Mosque of

Djenné

Dogon Sigui ceremony

Dogon dama

One of Mali's most important nationwide celebrations — new clothes,
communal prayer, and the sharing of a sacrificial animal among households.

Marks the end of Ramadan with communal prayers and family gatherings.

An annual communal replastering of the world's largest earthen building,
part practical maintenance, part festival, bringing much of the town
together.

Held once every 60 years, commemorating what Dogon tradition describes
as the first death — most Dogon people witness a full cycle only once in
their lifetime.

Smaller, more frequent Dogon mask ceremonies marking funerary rites,
with elaborately trained dancers.

This is a condensed overview. For the full feature — including the deeper history of Sundiata Keita, the Ghana and Songhai empires,

and the living griot families still performing today — read "Mali Culture: The Country That Remembers Out Loud" on the Ria's Colony

blog.

Full feature: riascolony.org/blog/mali-culture



https://riascolony.org/blog/mali-culture

Food & Cuisine

What people eat in Mali depends heavily on geography. Along the Niger River's Inner Niger Delta, seasonal
flooding supports rice cultivation and fishing, so rice with peanut, okra, or baobab-leaf sauce is common. In
drier regions, millet and sorghum dominate, most often eaten as t6, a thick porridge served with a
well-seasoned sauce.

e Fish (dried, smoked, grilled, or in sauce) is central to communities along the Niger, especially among the
Bozo.

e Grilled mutton and beef feature heavily at weddings, naming ceremonies, and Tabaski, when sacrificial
meat is shared with family and neighbours.

o Tea is a social institution, particularly among Tuareg and Moor communities in the north — traditionally
poured in three rounds, each sweeter than the last, following the saying: bitter like life, sweet like love,
gentle like death.

e Peanuts and, in season, mangoes are everyday staples that shape daily life in Bamako's markets without
being tied to any single ceremony.

Adapted from riascolony.org/blog/mali-culture.


http://riascolony.org/blog/mali-culture

Places & Things to See — With an Honest Access Note

Read this before planning an itinerary

Several of Mali's most iconic sites — Timbuktu, the Dogon Country, and much of the north and centre — sit within
areas the U.S. State Department, UK FCDO, and other governments advise against travelling to at all, due to the
security situation described earlier in this guide. We're listing these places because they are central to Mali's culture
and any honest guide has to include them — not as a current itinerary recommendation.

Place Why it matters Access note

Bamako The capital and cultural hub — Niger River Relatively more monitored than
waterfront, the National Museum, the Grand other regions, but still within the
Mosque, and a thriving live-music scene tied to the  Level 4 advisory; a 2024 attack
jeli tradition. struck the capital itself.

Djenné (Old Towns of Home to the Great Mosque of Djenné, the largest In central Mali, within an area

Djenné, UNESCO) earthen building in the world, and site of the advised against by Western
annual community crépissage replastering festival. governments.

Timbuktu (UNESCO) Legendary centre of Islamic scholarship under the Northern Mali — among the
Mali and Songhai empires, home to historic highest-risk regions in the country;
manuscripts and mosques (Sankoré among them). armed groups controlled the city in

2012.
Bandiagara Escarpment / Cliff-side Dogon villages, distinctive architecture, Central Mali (Mopti region) — an
Dogon Country (UNESCO) masks, and the once-in-60-years Sigui ceremony. area of significant intercommunal

and jihadist violence in recent

years.
Tomb of Askia, Gao Monumental earthen pyramid-tomb of Askia Northeastern Mali — among the
(UNESCO) Muhammad, the Songhai emperor who expanded highest-risk regions.

Timbuktu's role as a centre of learning.

If and when the security picture changes, Ria's Colony will update this guide accordingly. For now, treat this
list as cultural context rather than a travel plan, and lean on the Culture section above (and the full blog
feature) to explore these places through their history and people instead.



The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly

The Good

An extraordinarily rich cultural inheritance — the jeli tradition, the Mali Empire's legacy, and centuries of Islamic
scholarship centred on Timbuktu, much of it still actively practised today.

Globally influential music, from the kora and ngoni traditions to Ali Farka Touré's blues-inflected guitar and the
internationally celebrated Diabaté, Kouyaté, and Kanté musical families.

A currency (XOF) that is stable and fully convertible, thanks to its euro peg — useful for anyone doing business or
budgeting.

Genuine warmth and hospitality reported by visitors and residents, and a resilient civil society — the May 2025
pro-democracy protests, despite real risk to participants, showed a population still willing to publicly defend
democratic norms.

The Bad

Mali is one of the world's least-developed economies by nominal GDP per capita (around $936-51,200 USD), with
agriculture as the dominant livelihood for most of the population.

Political institutions have been substantially dismantled: all political parties were dissolved in May 2025, and the
transitional president's mandate has been extended to a renewable five-year term without an election.

Healthcare and infrastructure outside Bamako are limited, and reliable data (on everything from GDP to poverty
rates) is often years out of date, reflecting weaker state capacity.

Landlocked status and the ECOWAS exit add friction and uncertainty to trade routes that already ran through
neighbouring coastal states.

The Ugly

An active jihadist insurgency (JNIM and affiliated groups) that has struck even the capital, and a Level 4 "Do Not
Travel" advisory from the U.S. State Department and equivalent "advise against all travel" guidance from the UK
FCDO — the most serious ratings either government issues.

Kidnapping risk explicitly flagged by multiple governments' advisories, historically including foreign aid workers
and journalists.

Documented repression of independent media, activists, and opposition figures, including punitive fees, arrests,
and the weaponisation of cybercrime law against critics, according to civil-society monitors.

Deteriorating regional relations, including a serious diplomatic rupture with Algeria after Algerian forces shot
down a Malian military drone near their shared border in early 2025.




Do's, Don'ts & Practical Remarks

Do

Carry your passport, visa printout, and yellow fever certificate together at all times — they're checked as
a set, not individually.

® Register with your embassy's travel-safety programme before departure, wherever you're travelling
from.

e Dress modestly, particularly outside Bamako's most cosmopolitan pockets — Mali is a majority-Muslim
country with conservative norms in many communities.

e Greet before you ask — extended greetings are a genuine social expectation in most Malian
interactions, not small talk to skip.

e Carry cash in small denominations; card acceptance is limited even in Bamako.

e Confirm any information in this guide against a live source before you act on it — visa fees, advisory
levels, and political appointments all move.

Don't

e Don't travel outside Bamako without specific, current, on-the-ground security guidance — this applies
even to journeys that look short on a map.

e Don't assume ECOWAS free-movement rules still apply automatically and indefinitely — the "until
further notice" arrangement described earlier could change.

e Don'trely on a single visa-agency website for fees or requirements — cross-check with the actual
Malian embassy or consulate issuing your visa.

e Don't photograph military, police, or government installations — this is treated seriously in many West
African states, Mali included.

e Don't travel without medical evacuation coverage explicitly confirmed for a Level 4 destination.



Frequently Asked Questions

Is it safe to travel to Mali right now?

According to the U.S. State Department and UK FCDO, no — both currently advise against all travel to Mali,
citing terrorism, kidnapping, crime, civil unrest, and health risks. Read the full Safety & Travel Advisory
section above before making any decision.

Do | need a visa to visit Mali?

Most nationalities do, with exceptions for ECOWAS-area citizens and a handful of neighbouring/partner
countries. As of January 2026, Mali has suspended visa issuance specifically to U.S. citizens — check current
status with a Malian embassy or consulate before booking anything.

What vaccine is mandatory to enter Mali?

Yellow fever, for every traveller aged 9 months or older, regardless of origin country. This is enforced at the
border.

What currency should | bring?

The West African CFA franc (XOF) is the only legal tender. Euros are the easiest foreign currency to exchange,
given the fixed peg; cash is essential outside upscale Bamako hotels.

Can I still travel visa-free between Mali and other West African countries after the ECOWAS exit?

For now, largely yes — ECOWAS instructed member states to keep honouring visa-free movement for Malian
citizens "until further notice" after the January 2025 withdrawal. This is a transitional arrangement, not a
guaranteed permanent right, so it's worth checking current status before relying on it.

Is Mali still using the CFA franc, or has AES launched its own currency?

Mali still uses the CFA franc. The Alliance of Sahel States has discussed a common currency but has not
launched one as of this guide's writing.

How do | get a residence permit if I'm relocating for work?

Secure a long-stay visa before travelling, have your employer apply for your work permit with Mali's Ministry
of Labour, and apply for your Carte de Séjour with the Direction Générale de la Police within 30 days of
arrival. See the Relocation section above for the full breakdown.



Full Source List

Every factual claim in this guide is drawn from one of the sources below, verified as of September 2026.
Because Mali's political, security, and immigration situation is genuinely fluid, we encourage you to click
through and check the latest version of anything that matters to your decision.

Government & security

® U.S. Department of State — Mali Travel Advisory
® U.S. Embassy in Mali — Travel Advisory, 8 June 2026

° .S. Embassy in Mali — Termination of Ordered Departur January 202

® (OSAC — Mali Country Security Report
® CIVICUS Lens — Mali's Blocked Transition

® Al Jazeera — Mali's military government suspends political parties' activities

° i i iti i i litical

® AllAfrica — Mali's Return to Democracy Suffers New Blow

Visas, entry & residency

° R lati Mali — offici . le séi
® France Diplomatie — Mali, Entrée / Séjour

® Embassy of the Republic of Mali in the USA — Visas

® RemotePeople — Mali Work Visa: Application Steps & Requirements

Health

® CDC Yellow Book — Yellow Fever & Malaria Prevention by Country: Mali

® NaTHNaC (UK) — Mali Country Health Information

® Africa CDC — Yellow Fever

Country facts, economy & currency

® CIA World Factbook — Mali

® Wikipedia — Economy of Mali

® Wikipedia — West African CFA Franc

® Wikipedia — Bamako


https://travel.state.gov/en/international-travel/travel-advisories/destination.mli.html
https://ml.usembassy.gov/travel-advisory-u-s-embassy-bamako-june-8-2026/
https://ml.usembassy.gov/travel-advisory-update-termination-of-ordered-departure-for-u-s-mission-bamako-mali-january-9-2026/
https://www.osac.gov/Country/Mali/Content/Detail/Report/8492c8e0-1053-4df4-9624-291d436102bd
https://lens.civicus.org/malis-blocked-transition/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/5/7/malis-military-government-suspends-political-parties-activities
https://www.trtafrika.com/english/article/8d8551b1db20
https://allafrica.com/stories/202505060036.html
https://mali.eregulations.org/menu/56?l=fr
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/information-par-pays/mali/conseils-aux-voyageurs-entree-sejour
https://maliembassy.us/visas/
https://remotepeople.com/countries/mali/employer-of-record/work-visa-permit/
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/yellowbook/2024/preparing/yellow-fever-vaccine-malaria-prevention-by-country/mali
https://travelhealthpro.org.uk/country/140/mali
https://africacdc.org/disease/yellow-fever/
https://theworldfactbook.org/country/mali.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_of_Mali
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_African_CFA_franc
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bamako

Ria's Colony originals

® Mali Culture: The Country That Remembers Qut Loud

® \What Does It Mean to Leave ECOWAS? Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger Explained

® About Ria's Colony

® Africa Culture Series: 54 Countries, One Continent


https://riascolony.org/blog/mali-culture
https://riascolony.org/blog/what-does-it-mean-to-leave-ecowas
https://riascolony.org/about
https://riascolony.org/blog/series/africa-culture-series-54-countries

Join the Colony

This guide is part of Ria's Colony's Africa Culture Series — 54 countries, one continent, one story at a time.
Mali is post 3 of 10 so far, alongside deep dives into Nigeria, Cote d'lvoire, Senegal, Burkina Faso, and Ghana.

No spam, just new stories from the Colony as they go up.

Website riascolony.org

Blog & series riascolony.org/blog/series
Press & partnership inquiries support@riascolony.org
Start a conversation riascolony.org/inquire

For the life you are becoming.
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